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Die Veneris 3. Januarii 1644. 


An Ordinance of Parliament for the taking 
away of che Book of Common- Prayer, 
and for the eftablifhing and putting in 
execution of the Direétory for the Publick 
Worſhip of GOD. 8 


E Lops and Commons affembled in Par- 
liament, taking inta ſerious conſideza ku the 
tuenitslo Indenveniences that habe artien by 
the Bookof Coinmon⸗pꝛaper in teis Kirgdeme and 
telolring, accozding to theft Covenant tozctsrme 
religion accozding to the Wiozd ok God, and the 
txemple ok the bet rekozmen CTChurthes, have Con⸗ 
(nited with the revereund, Piong and raned Ole 
vinis celled togetker io that purpoſe; And to judge 


kt necelſary that the k aid Bock ot Cimmon.pꝛaper 


be obdlihed , ang ihr Diredory fer che Publick 
IMmorchip ok God, herein atter mentioned be tha 
bziched and oblerved in all the Churches within 
this kingdeme: Beit therefore Pweintd by tye 
Lords aun Commons allembled ir Parliament, that 
the Statute sf the ſerond aud tat o perers of Ring 
Bina dthe fipth, uhitulen, Thepenalt fos nom fag 
untfqmitp ot Str nice aud adi nidtratien cf icra. 
ment, Et. And ie Statut: ot the Afty and Airco 
pterts of the lame Bings Juckttuled, Eatfozmity of 
Paper, and Azumlckraſten ei Satsamenta, Hail 
be led in she Cpurch: And lo ae of e 
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the fic veere of Auen El zabech, Intituled, Fhe: e 
fall be Külfornutp of pꝛaper eud@onaniftia ton if 
BAacramenss,ap caucerns the laid Brok of Common 
Paver, and the Aniforntty of prayer. and Atirt fs 
Utatton ofta Sacraments: Aus fomuch of rye Stas 
tute of the lch yeere of theiame Queen , intttultd, 
D2 whole Dderzthe Wiblernd Wook oo Weuar ous 
Prager Hall be Trarſlated into the Tel Tengre, 
as concerns the Boon of conmon paper : And to 
much of rhe Statute of the crahrh yeere of the fame 
Queen, Fikttcu len, All Acts made hy any perlen fince 
b. Imo Eliz. For the conlectating. Inveftingz, qe. ot 
Alty ArchufMop, or thoy, wali be good, as cor-⸗ 
Ceens the fatabook; be aunoltand fromhencekozth te- 
porated, wold, and of none effect to all tutents, con⸗ 
tteuc fons and purposes whatſorver: and that the 
faid book of Common aper, wall not remain oz 
be from hencekoich uſed in any Churcz of Chappel, 
o: place of pubuck cio (itp , witrin chr King dome 
OF nglind, o: Dent sion of Wales and that the Di es 
Gory kor sub tek Urip, her eln fer forth, Mall be 
Dence-foxrhaea pirſacd and obſervedactorking to 
the true intent and meaning ofthis Ozdinance, in 
a lexerciſes of the pubick op n ip of God, in ever p 
Congrega im, Churct, Chappel, and place of pubs 
lick oz hip, Wibin ihrs King dome ef Erg asd, 
aid Domtnton ef Wacs3 which Dlectory for the 
Publick Wty f Hod, with the preface rheseck 
folioweth. Ad itis further oz dalned by the Auth: a 
rityaforefato, That tbese hall be provided at the 
charg? of every parih 0: Thappelrp in this realm 
Of ng ani, and Dominion of Wa'es, A fetr regier 
Look of velom ta be kept by the Himſter and cever 
Officers of the Church, And that the Names of all 
cbildrend bigtſed, and of their parente, and of the 
tine of their birth and baptlſſing hall be witten x 
fo down by the Pinber therein: And allo the 
Names ok al’ perſonz Married there, and the time 
ok their gh arria vera allo tht Names of alf pe ions 
buried in that pariſh and the time of their death 

„ and 


(3) 
-and burfa’l, Aud thatthe fald hook Mure Bewen 
bp uch as gerro the lame to al ereus tb DV 
Delireng tu fttezch kor toe birh, Gap Ang Makriesd 
kr buft⸗Hor' arp prion Cherene regira ens ie 
take a Copy, br procuri a Certlfisate tdertet. 
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THE 


F. PREF AC E. 


the beginning of che blef- 
eee Sed Reformation, our yife and 
pious Anceftours took care to 
fet forth anOrder for redreſſe 
ez of many things, which they, 
then, by the Word difcovered 


p ublick Worthip of God. This occafioned many 
Gody and Learned mento rejoyce much in the 
Book of Common P. ayer, at that time f.t forth ; 
Becauſe the Maffe, and the ret of the Latine 
Service being re noved, the Publick Worſhip was 
celebrated in our own Tongue; many of the 
Common people alfo received benefit by hearing 
the Scriptures read in their own Language, 
which formerly were unto cham asa Book chat 
is ſealed. n 
Howbeit, long and fad experience hath made it 
manifeſt, hat the Liturgie uſed in the hurch 
of Enl nd (notwithſtand:ag all the pa'ns and 
eligioas intentions of the compiler of i:) hath 
ovid no ze, ao: on co many of th: god- 
1y 
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The Preface. N 


ly at home, bur alfo to the Reformed Churches 
abroad For, not to ſpeak of urging the Reading of 
all the prayers, which very greatly increafed the 
bur den of it, the many unprofitable and burden - 
fome Ceremonies contained in it, have occafioned 
much m ſchieſ, as well hy diſquieting the conſcie n- 
ces of many Godly Mini ters & people, Who could 
nar yeeld unto them, as by depriving them of the 
Ordinances of God, which they might not enjoy 
without conforming or ſu bſeribing to chofe Cere- 
monies. Sundry good Chriftians have been by 
meanes thereof kept from the Lords Table, & di- 
vers able and faithfullMiniſters departed from tha 
exereiſe of tieir Miniftry tothe cadanger.nz of 
many thoufand fouls, in a time of fuch cr city of 
faith “ull Paſto s, & ſpolled of their Iiv el yhood, ca 
the undoing of chem and their families, Prelatas 
and thelr Faction, have laboured to vaiſe the eſti- 
mation of it to uch an height, as if there were no 
other Worth p, or way of W octh’p ofG od auongſt 
us, bat only th: Service Book; to the great hinde- 
rance of che Preaching of th: Word, and / in fome 
places, eſpecially of late) to che j iſtling of it out, 
as unneceflary; or (at beſt) as far inferiour to the 
reading of Coman prayer, which was made no 
better then an ld ol by many ignorant and fuper- 
fi:tious people, who pleafing themselves in their 
prefence at that Service, and their L'p-labour in 
bearing a part in it, have thereby hardened them - 
e hes in theic ignor ance, and careleſneſs of faving 
Knowledge aud true piety, -s - 
Ia che mean time Papifts boaſted, that the 
g i A4 Boc. 


6 The Preface. 


Bok wisaco npliance with them in 2 great part 
of their fervice, and fo were not a little confi med 
in thetc ſuperſt tion and Idolatry, exped ing rather 
cur return to them, tl en endea ouring be Refor- 
mation cf themſei ves: In which expectation they 
were of late very much encouraged, hen, upon the 
prerended warr neablenefle of imp fing of the for- 
mer Ceremonies, new ones w.re daily obtruded 
upon ube Char b, * 
Adde hereunto (wbich was not fore-leen, but 
fines hath cim: to paſſe) that the Litutgie bith 
been a great means, as on tke cne hend to mike 
andiacceafz an idle and unedifying Miniftery , 
which con ented it ſelf wiih fee Formes m. de to 
their banas by otbers, without putting forth 
themſelves to (xeiciſe the gift of prayer, wich 
which our Lord Jefus Chriſt pleaſe: h to furniih 
all his fervaats whom he calls to chat Office: So on 
the ceber fi de i. bath been (and ever would be, if 
continued) a al, of endlefle firife and conten- 
tion in the Chu: ch, Ind a ſnare both to many godly 
znd fanbfull Miaiſters, who haze been perſecuted 
aed ſilenced vp? n that occahon, ar d to others cf 
bopefall parts, mny of which have been, and in ore 
iuli would be @verced from all though's ef tbe Mi- 
niflery to «ther ſtoc ies; efpecially thefe later 
imes, wherein God vouchfafeth to his People more 
and berer means for the difco ery of Errour and 
Superſt ieion, and for attaining of knowledge io the 
Myfleries of Ged ' ineſſe, and gifts in Preaching 
and Prayer. < N 
oh thefe, and many the hke Wigb - conſide- 
rations, 


The Prefaces i 


rations jin reference to ahe- whole; Book in ge 
neral’y and becatfe of divers particulars Comml- 
nedin it not from any love tty Novelty zor inten- 
tion to dijparge our firft Retormérs (of whona : 
‘we are p.sfwaded, that, were they now alive, 
they would joyn with us in this work, and when 
we acknow'edge as excellent inftrumencs, 1 aif. d: 
by God to begin the ‘purging and building uf: 
his-oufe!& deſire they may be had of us and our 
Pofteriry n everiafti: g remembrance, w ththank- 
fulneſle and honour; ) but that we mayin fome 
meafurean’wer the gracious Providence of God, 
which at this are called upon us for further 
Reformation; and may ſatisfie our own Conſci- 
ences, and anfwer the expectation of other Res 
formed Churches, and the deres of niny of the 
godly among our‘felves-,’ and-witha d*give pate 
publick Teſt moeny of our endeavours fr Uf tor 
mi y m Divine Werfhip, Which we ha ve promiled 
in our folemne League and Covenant: We have, 
after earneft and frequent calling upon the Nan e 
of God, and after much conſultation, not w.th 
Beth and blood , but with his Holy Word, 
refolved to lay afide the former Liturgie , 
with the many Rites and Ceremonies formerly 
uſed inthe Worfhip of God, And have agreed 
upon this following Ii cétory for all the parts of 
Public N. rfhip ae ordinary and extraordinary 
511 
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times: i 
Wherein our care hath Been to hold forth fuch 
things as are of divine Inſtitution in every Ordi- 
nance; ar? other things we have endeavoured to 
A f „kke 


The Preface. 
ſerch according to che Rules of Chciſtian Peu © 
dence, agreable to t ic general Rules of the Word 
ot O. Ot mea ang therein being only chat che 
generals heads, tne fence and {cope of the Prayers 
and other pa ts ot publ. que Wocſh'p bzingkown __ 
to all, chere may be a conſent or all the Churches, 
in thole thing “that contain he ſubſtance o? che 
Service and Worſh p of God; And the Miniftecs 
may bs hereby directed in their Adminiſtra tions to 
keep like ſoundneſſe in Dorine and Prayerzand 
may, if need be, ha ve fome help and furniture: 
Aud yet ſo, as they become not hereby flothfull 
and negligent in ſtirring up che gifts ot Chriſt in 
them: Bat, that each one by meditation, by taking 
heed to hmſelf and the Flock of God committed 
to him and by wife obſerving the wa yes of Divine 
Providence, may be carefull to furniſh his heart 
and tongue with further, or other materialls ef 
Prayer and Exhertation „as dhall he needfull up- 
on all occa fons, . > P £ 
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FOR 


Poblick Prayer, Reading the “Holy 
‘ Scriptures, Singing of Pialms Preaching 
of the Wora, Ad miniſttatioa of the 
S. cenneits, and other pats of the 
Publick Werth p of at Æ 
O;dinary and Extra 
ery 


oo 


of the senting of The 6 mgregariin „ And. i? 
bebsviour in the Publick wore of God. 


HEN the Cag ww is to 
meet for pussck Worthip 3 the 
10 people (having before’ prepared) 
%, their hearts thereunto ) ou she 
ZZ all to come ani joya therein + : 
NE not aening themfe! ves: from 
; Abe puolick Ordinances, through 
negl g nce, or upon Pe tence of privatemeetings. 
Let all enter the Aſſemblv, net irrev. rently, but 
in a grave and feemly magner, tike.ereir feats or 
places withour Ado. ation, o? Bowing t. emſelves 
te ward one place or other, 
„Ths Congregation being aff mbled, the . 
Nite 


b 


10 The eA ſſenibiy of the, & c. 
nifter, afther folemn callis g them te the Worſh ip, 
ping of ce g cat name of Goa , is to begin with 
Pert; É E 
Ia all R'verezce and Humiliy ack ew'edging 
ibe incompr h nfibie Greatneſſe cnd M j fiy of the 
Lord ( in whoſe r. fence thes do then ina [pe iall 
manner appear) and thei- own vileneſſe and un wor- 
thine(s to api ech fo nearh m, with their utter ina 
Eil.ty of tbemf lves to fo great a work: And bumbly 
befeching him for Pardon, Affiftance, and accep- 
ance in the whele Service th n to be performed; 
and for à bleſſing on thia particular portion of bis 
Mord then t0 be read: and all in the name and me- 
aiation of the Lord Fife Chri. i 
The publick worth:p being begun, the People 
are wholl. co attend upon it; fo be ting to read 
any thing , ex epr waat the N iniſtet is ben read- 
ing or citings and abſtzining much moie from all 
private whiſpe rings, conſerences, ſalurations, or do- 
ing reverence co any Perſons preſent, or coming ins 
28 alſo from all g-aing, fleepirg and tber unde- 
cent bea viour, which may din utb the Afinifler or 
People, or hi der themſelves or othtts in the ſet vice 
of God. f j N À } 
, Tfany, throngh necefficy, b: binired from being 
preknt at the beginning, they ought not, when they 


com: ino t-e Congregation , to betake themſel ves 


to their private devotions, but revecn‘ly to compofe 
themſe ves to joyn with the affembly in that Ordi- 
nance of Ged which is iben in hand, 

; —— 
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of 75 70 sk Readirg of ibe Hoy — l 


being parc of the publiqu: Worth p of 

God, (wie ein wesc no lecg: our depen- 
dance upon bim, ani fb; Gion to bim) and 
one mean, lané ified by Lim for rb: ecifyi -g of his 
Peop e is to be p- rfor q ed by the Paſtors and 
Teaches ~ 

Hon brit fuch as intend the Nin nery, may ce. 
cafiona'ly both ead :be Word, and excrcife their 
gift in Preacticg in the Corgreg tia; it alloxed 
by the Presbitcs y cherevn: . 

Aitth C nos ical Books ofthe O'dand N 
T. ſtament, (bur no e. of thoſe which ace com- 
monl/. called Ap ervpha ) Mali e bub iquely 
read in the vul- ar tongue, ow: of the seft alk wed 
Trarflaion 5 diftic Aly „ that all may tear and 
under{tand, 


RE ing of c'e wo: d in the Co greg tion, 


Ho « large à port’on fha'r be read a- once, is fet - 


ro the Wiſdome of the Monifte: : Bu it is conve- 
rient, that crdiscrily,\ ome Chapter ofeacY Tefa- 
ment de read at every meeting; and fomerimes 
word, here thel hapters be hoge; ö or a 
of mar errequirec it A te * 25 

Ie is requifite that all the cant ic 4 Boc kes Be 
read over in order, that the Pecple maybe b et- 
ter acqua ntel with the wkoe body of the Scri- 
pue And “ordinarily, here tbe readi: gon eich ir 
Teſtam nt end: th oi one a i it is to omer 
ing net. er ia 


de 


F 15 
12 Ofpublick reading the H. Scriptures. 


Weeommena al o the more firve t. Rea dir g 
of uch Scr pures, as-he that 4 eth ſhall think 
ber fcr ediheation of hi- Raf 3 a; ib: Book of 
Palms, and (verte, > f f 
, hen the Mi uſtzr, who ra eth, hall judge 
atnec ff ry to expouad any par ofila is tea; 
l-t it no: be done uill rhe whole Caster or 
Palin b; ended: aad r-gad is alway 0 be 
br ſ uu athe time, tbat re th pre ching of otber 

dinances be hraitned y O: TZuured acdicus 3 
wh ca ule is 10 be oble: ucd in au Other publik 
ref m ncet. S 

B fi 'e publik Reading cf the boly Secip.ure, 
every pe fanthitcaa read, s 0 beexherted to. read 
th: Ser: prures priza ely (and all athe s hat can- 
not cea if nat d. ſibl doy egsor ockecwie, ares 
Ikewiien be cxbaried co leira tp sead ) and to 
havea Bible. 
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/ Puglish Preyer di fone the Stm. 
Feer Reading of the Wend ( and faging of 
Ale pſalm) t e MiniFer whois to reach, is 
to endeavour t-g t fis o snd beatexs hearts to 
be rightly affett wih heir fins „that the / may 
-al zmeurn in len: bhereof ‘before the Lord, and 
bunger and thisf ne che Grace of God n Jeſus 
Obrin, by sprocediag o a more full Conafeſſion of 
fi, ni h ſh meand holy con ſufion of fate zand, o 

call upon the Lord to this effect. À ¥ 
j 0 


F Prayer before the Sei mon. 13 
To acknowledge aur great ſiafulneſſ:; Riet oy 
reaſon f Original fia, which (be ſides the guilt 
thit makes us ble to everlaſting damuation ) is 
the feed o° all other fin-, bath depraved aed poyjoaed 
all the faculties and powers of fout and body , doth 
defile our bet actions, and ( were it not retrain 
ed, as our hearts renewed by race) woui break 
for h innumerable tranferefisas 5 and greateſt re- 
belliens ag iuſt the Lord, that ever were commit ted 
by the vileſt of th: ſoas of men. And next by rea- 
fon of actu all fins, our own fins the fins of Magi- 
flrates, of Miaifters , aud of the whole Nation, 
unto which we are man) wayes acceſſary. which 
fias of ours receive many fearful ageravations , we 
h ruing broren all che command ments of the holy, juh 
adn good Law of Go , doing that which is f orbid- 
den, aud leaving undone what is enjoyed, and that 
wot onely ort of ignorance and infirmity , but alfo 
more preſumpt uo: fly againft he light of our minds, 
checke of out conſciences, and motions of his own 
5% Spirit to the contrary, [o that we have no cloak 
for our ſins; Yen, n.t onely dl cſpiſing the ri ches of 
Gods godneße, forbearance and song-fuffering , but 
ſtanding out againſt many in vitatiuns and offers of 
Grace in the Gof: not endeaveuring as we ought, 
10 receive Chrif into our hearts by faith, or io walk 
Worthy of him in our live. > 
To bewail. our blindasfe af mind , hardneffe of 
heart, un belief, impenitency, ſecurity tak warmne]:, 
bar renneſs, our nat endeavo ur ing after mortification 
ne wneſs of Bfe, nor after the exerriſe of godlineſs 
inthe power thereof; ai that the bet of us haue 
rig 
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14 CF rayer before the Sermon. 


not fofledfaftly walked with C od kept our gas ments 

fo unfpotted, nor been foxealaus of his glory and the 

good f others,as we ongh:, and to meurn over fuck, 
other fins as the Congrigation is particularly guilty’ 
of; noiwiihſtandiig ihi ma.ifold and great mercies 

of owr God, the Love of chr ft, the Light of the 

Gofpel, and R forvatipn of Keligion. our own Pum 
pofes, Promifissvonstal mne Covenant; and other 

[pecial obligations to the contrary, . 

To ccknowl dge and confi hut, as we are con- 
vinced of eur guilt; [a ouro a deip finfe thereof 
we judge our (elves uuwo/ thy of the ſmalleſt beni fit: y 
molt worthy of Gods fiercest wrath, and. ef all the 
Curfes of the Lam, and beavieft J idgements infli- 
ied upon the waft ſebelliou finn rs; and t'at bè 
might mo jusl, take his Kingvome aud Coſpel 

from us plague us with all foris of Shirituall and 
temporal judgements in this lc, ad after caf us. 
into utter darꝶuiſſe, in the lake that bun t with. 
Fre and brimſtene, where is weeping and gncfhing of 
tecih for evermore, © R < 
Not withſtarding all which to deim near in the 
Throne o Grace, encouraging our felves with hepe 
ef a gracicus Auſwer af vue Prayers, in the rich 
and aliufficiency of that oxly one, oblation, the [aż 
tis'adđlion and interceffion of the Lard Jifus 
Chriſi, at the right band ef bis Father, and onr 
Father sand in confidence, of the exceed ing gréat and 
precious Promifes of mercy aud grace in the,New 
Counant , through the (ame Mediavour thercof s 
to deprecate the beavy wrath and c urſe of Gots 
which we are not able to avoid, or hear, and * 

92 
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Of Prayer before the Sermon. Ti 
bly, and earneſtly to ſupplicate for mercy in the free 
and full remifsionof alf our fins, and that on for 
the bitter faffiriags , and precious merits of that our 
only Saviour Feſus Chil. . 

That the Lad would vouchſafe to fhed abroad his 
love in ou hearts by ihe Holy Ghoſt, ſeal unto us by 
the fime Spirit of Adoption,the full Affierance of our 
Parden and Reconciliation, comfort all that mourn 
in Syon, (peak Peace to the wounded ant troubled 
ſpirit; ani binde up the broken hearted z And as 
for ſec ure and prefumptuons finners tbat be would 
open iheir eyes, convince ther? Conſcienc sand turn 
th.m from d ir fulſſe wate light) and f om the power 
o Satan unto God, that they allo may receive for- 
giveneſſe of fia and an inheritance among them that 
ave fanGified by Faith in Chif Jefu . 

with Remifsion of fa through the blood of cbf 
To payor fanctification by bus fpiriit the Morti- 
fication’ fin dwlling in, and many times tyranni- 
ing over us the quickning of our dead [p its with 
ibe li e of Godin (hiñ, grace to fit and enable 
for all du ies of converfition. and calling towards 
God aad men, Strength again temptations the fan- 
& fied ufe of blefsings and criſſet, aad perfeverance 
inſaith, and obedience unto the end. 

To ay for the frepag arion o the Gofpe! & Ring- 
dom o Christ to all nations for the conv vfions o the 
„Jews the !u’m R: or the Gentile:, the fall o Anti- 
chrif, and the haſtning af the fecond, coming 0; our 
Lard; for the del verance of the diftre fled churches 
abroad from the tyranny o, ihe Anric hriftias faction 
and ; rom th: cruel oppi efsions &. bl a 17 

K : = =e T 


16 O Prayer before the Sermon. 


Turk: For the hing ofGod upon all tthe reformed 
Churches ʒeſverꝛalln upon ihe Churches and Ring- 
deme of England, Scotlaup, asd freland, now move 
ſtrictij and religicufly un ted ig the ſolemte Natio- 
nali League and Covenent, aud for oar plantati qu in 
the remote paris of tho world: mo o particularly for 
that churches and Kingdome wheres? we are Mem · 
bers, that ther: in Gd wuld efiabl fo Pesce end 
Truth, the purity of all bis Ordinances , and the 
power of Godlinefe ; preveat and remove H. reſie, 
Schifme, profanerce/s.S :perflisinr. Securit yand un- 
fruitfulu(fe wed y tbe megas of Grace heal all our 
rent, and diviſou, and preſe/ ve us from breach cf 
cur ſolemue c ven it. | 
To pray for all in authority, cſperially for she Kings 
Majefly, that God would mike h mri h in Hleſſingv, 
kosh iz bis perfon and coveromest ; ged b bs 
Throne in Relizion ard Ki-bteoxfa fe, (eve han 
from evil counſell au: m Kr him a bleſſe acd gl 
rious inſtrument for the co. fervativn aad propaga» 
tion of the Goſpel, fur be chf, , nt and f o> 
tect ogof them that do weil, the terrour sf ad ibu 
dg evil, did che great god of the waole Chu chy 
aud of al! hi Kingdomes ; forthe con ve/ſſon of ibe 
Queen, che religi us education of the Prince , and 
th: ret of the Royal fied; for the comforting f 
the fl. es Queen of Bohem: , filer to bt Sove- 
ragu, aad for the reſtitation ani eſtabtiſhn,νẽ,jṏ 
the Iileiriou: P ince Chales, , tdetor Palatine of 
we K Hexe, ta all bis Douinioas cat, Ligt.iitty, far 
a bleſſi g upon the High Go of Parlicwsut, (WRR 
ſating iu any of shift Kiazdsazs refpecdivey ) the 
_ _— Nobility 


Of Prayer before the Sermon 17 


Nobility, the ſubordinate Judges and Magiſtrat es, 
the Gentry and allt he Commenalty; For cll P afters 
and Teachers, that God would fil them with bis 
Spirit, mise them exempla-y holy, ſober, jus, deacs- 
able, aud gracious in their lives; Hun d, faithful 
and power full in their miniſtty; and follow all their 
Labows with abundance of ſu cceſſe and bleſſing; and 
give un to all his people Paſtours according to his 
‘own heart; For the vnniverſities, and all Schools, 
and Religious ſemiu tries of Church aud Common- 
wealth, that th:y muy flouriſß more and more in 
Learning and Piety; for the particular City or 
Congregation, that God would pour out a bleffiag 
uon the M:niftry of the Word, Sacraments and Di- 
ſcipline, upon the Civil Government, and all the ſe- 
verall families and pevfons therein; For mercy to 
the afl ctel under any inw rd or outwerd di- 
Streffe ; or feafonable weather and ſruitful feafoas, 
as the time may require; fur avertitg the judge- 
ments that we either feel or fear, or are liable 
nato, as famine, Paſtilence, the S vord, and fuch 
lige. d 

Au, with confidence of bis mercy to bis whole 
Church, and the acceptance of our perſons throngh 
the merits and mediation of iur great High Priest 
the Lord Fe ſus, top ofeſſè tht it is the defire of our 
fiu's to have fellowſhih with Godin the reutrent 
and c onſcionable uſe of his hl Od ninecs ; and to 
that purpole to pray earn Sly nr bis grace and 
eff ct all off ince to the mnie tin of his haly 
S2 hach, the Lords day, in 4 the duties ih reo, 
publicł and private, both to cu ſelves, and to all 
a * I ther 
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other Congregations of bis Peopt: , according to th 
Riches end sxcellen'y of theG (pel this day cclebrat 
ed and injoyned. ; 

And, bcecu’e we have been uneroſitable bearers 
intimis pel, and now. cannot of our felves receive 
as we ſhoald, ibe deep thing: of God, the mifleries 
of Fifas Chrif, which 179 if, a fpivituall’ dict in- 


ing, to pray that the Lerd who teacheth to piofi’s | 


would gracioufly pl aſe to po r out the Spirit of 
G ꝛce, tegeiber with ihs eut ward means thereof, 
cauſing usio atta n (uch a meafure of the excellt n- 


f the knowledge of Chril Fi: {us cur Lord, and in 


b. m of the ihings which belog 10 br Pease, hat 
we may account al things bura dreſſi ia compari- 


ſo , hm : And that we, t.fting the ff fruit off 


the glory thatis te be, cveuled, may long for a mire 
fall aud er felt Communion wth bm, bat where 
he is we may be aljo, and enjoy whe fuln fje of ibofe 
35% and pleafures, wich art at his vig t hand for 
vir none. 

Alere par icula ly , th:t God wonld in fpeci:lt 
manner Jurn fp his Servant, row called o difpexce 
the bread ef life unto his bo-fh d,) wih wiſdome, 
fiteny, galad utterance , thar he my d.viae 
the WTI Gd ait, io every ont bis portion 
an evigen:e and demvnjiyation of the Spit and 
Power; aed ibit the Lord would circumcije the 
earcs and hearts of the Hearevs, to hear, love and 
receive wih mesknefe che ing rafied Word, whith is 
able to fave their joulsmake then as good gr0.td 10 


receiv: in the good fred of the werd and jirengiben . 


tbem ag ain't she temptations of Satan, the carer of 
ibe 


* 
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the World, the hardueffe of their own hearts, and 
whatjocuct elle may binder their profitable and fa- 
vinz hearing; that fo Chrift may be fo formed in 
them and livè in ih. h that all their thoughis may 
be bought into captivity , to the obedicnce of ( briſt, 
and their heart. eſtabliſhcd in every good word and 
work for ever l 


We judge this to be a convenient Order 
inthe ordinary publick Prayers; yet fo, as the 
Minifter may deferre(asin Prudence he fhal think 
meet) fome part of th fe Petitions , el after his 
Sermon, or offer up to God fome of the Thank{- 
givings, hereafter appointed, in his prayer before 
his der mon. * 


OF the Preaching of the Word. 


Reaching of the Word, being the power of 
Pai unto falvation, and one of the greateft 
and moſt excellent Works belonging tc the Mi- 
niſtry of the Gofpel, fhould be fo performed , that 
the VVorkman need not be afhamed , but may 
fave himfelf, and thofe that hear him. f 

It is prefuppofed (according to the Rules for 
Ordination) that the Minifter of Chrif is in fome 
good meafure gifted for {o weighty a ſcryice by his 
skill in the Origin all J anguages, and in fuch Arts 
and Sciences as are handmaids unte Divinity, 
by his knowledge in the whole body of Theo- 
Jogy, but moſt of all in the holy Scrip: ures, ha- 
ving his ſenſes and heart exerciſed in them above 

`ene 
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the common fort of Believers, and by the illu- 
mination of Gods Spirit, and cther gifts of 
edification, which, ( together with reading and 
fludying ofthe Werd) he ought ftill to ſeek by 
Pra) er, and an humble heart, refolving to admit 
and receive any truth net yet attained, when 
ever God fhall make it known unio him. All 
which he is to make uſe of, and approve in his 
Private preparations, before he deliver in publick 
what he hath provide d. 

Ordinarily , che fubje& of bis Sermon is to be 
fome Text of Sctipture, holding forth fome prin- 
eiple or head of Religion; or ſuitable to fome fpe- 
cia occaſien emergent ; or he may go on in feme 
Chapter, Pſalme, or Book of the Scripture, as he 
mall fec fi. . 

Let the Introduction to his Text ke brief and 
per ſp. cuous, drawn from the text it ſelf, or con- 
text, or ſome paralel place of gentrall ſentence 
of Scripture. = 

If the Text be Jong (as in H- ſtorĩes and Para · 
bles it ſometimes muſt be) let him g ve a brief 
fum of it: if ſnort, a paraphraſe thereof, if need be: 
in boch, looking diligently ta the fcope of the Text, 
and pointing ac the chief heads and grounds of 
Doctrine, which he isto raife from it. 

In Analyfing and dividing his Text,heis te re- 
gard more the order of matter, then óf words; 
and neither to bur denithe memory of the hearers 
in the begining, with too many members of Di 
Vifion , nor to trouble their minds with obfcure 
termes of Art. ; i 

n 
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In raifng Doctrines fiom the Texr, his care 
ought to be, Firſt, that che matter be the truth of 
God. Secondiy that ir bea truth contained in, or 
grounded on tliat Text, that the hearers may diſ- 
cern how C od teacheth it frem thence : Thirdly, 
that he chiefly inpſt uren tkofe De ctrines which 
are principally intended, and make moſt fox the 
edification of the hearers ; 

The Doctrine is to be expreſſed in pla: n terms 3 
or if any thing in it need explication, it is to be o- 
pened, and he conſequence alfo from the Text 
cicared. The paralel places of Scripture confirme 
ing the Doctrine, are rather to be plain and per- 
tivent, then many, and (if need be) ſomewhat 
inſiſted upon, and applled to the pur poſe in 
hand. i 


The arguments or reafons are to be folidy and, 


as much as may be, convis.cing, The illu trations 
of what kind foever, ought to be full of light,and 
fuch as may convey the truth into the hearers 
heart with ſpirituall delight, 

If any doubs,obyious trom Scripture, Reafon or 
Prejedigeof the hearers, fecm to arife,itis very 
re quiſite to remeve it, by reconciling the ſeeming 
difference, anſu ering the reaſons, and diſcoveris 
and taking away the caufes of preju dice & miſtake. 
Otherwile it is not fit to detain the hearerswith 
propounding or anſwering vain and wicked cavils, 
h ch, as they are endlefs, ſo the propounding and 
anſwering of them do h more hinder then pros 
mote edification, 

Me ts not to reſt in general Deine, althouphi 
* never 


a 
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never fo much cleared and confirmed , but to brir, 
it home to fpeciall Ufe, by applicarcon to b 
bearers: Which albeit it prove a work of gre: 
difficulty to himſelf, requiring much prudence, ze. | 
and meditation, ac d to the — and corrup |i 
man, will he be very unpleaſant; yet be is to ende: 
vour io perrorm it in fuch a m inner, that bis Au 
dicours may feel the word of God co be quick an 
powerfull, and a diſcerner of the thoughts and in 
tents of ibe biarr 3 and if tbat any unbeliever oi 
ignorant perfon b: p efent, he may bave the fecre-s) 
cf bis heayt made manifeit , and give glory to 
God. 

In the Vſe of in@ru@ion or Info mation in the 
knowledge of fometiuth, which is a confequeace 
from bis Doctrines, he may ( when convenient) 
confirm it by a few firme Arguments frem the text 
in hand, and other pl ces of bci ipture, or from the 
nature of that com mon place of Divinity, whereof 
that truth is a brauch. : 

In Confutation of falfe Doœtines, he is neither 
to raile an old Hereſic from the grave. nor to men- 
tion ablafphemcus Opinion unneceffaily : But 
if che People be in danger of an errour, be is 
to confute it ſoundly; and endeavour to ſatis fie 
their judgements and conſciences ag ainſt all cbje- 
ctions. =: 

In exhorting to duties, he is, as be feeth eau‘e » 
to tesch af the means that help te the perfor- 
mance of them. etl 

In D.bortation, Rep tehenſion, in publick 
Admoniticn (which require Ipeciall manne 

, Ce 
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let him, as there ſhall becauſe, not only difcover 
the nature and greatnefle of the fin, with the 
mifery attending it, but alfo ſpew the danger his 
heares are in, to be overtaken and furprizea by it, 
together with the remedies and beft way to avoid 
1 
In applying comfort, whether general agai ft 
all tentations, or pasticular againſt ſome {pecial 
troubles and terrours, be is carefull to anſwer {uch 
obje ctions, as a ti oubled heart and afhi&tcd ſpiric 
may fuggeft to the contrary. i 
It is alfo ſcmet: mes requiſite to give ſome No: es 
of trial, (which is very prcfitable, eſpecialy when 
performed ty able and exp ertenced Minifters with 
circumſrection and pruden ce, and the fignes cieai- 
ly grounded on the holy Scripture, ) whereby the 
Hearers may be able to cxamine themfelves,whe- 
ther they have attained phofe Graces, and perfor. 
rd thole duties to which he exhorteih, or be 
guilty of the finne repichended, and in danger of 
the}udgemeuts threatned,or arc fuch to whom the 
Conſolations propounded do belong, that accor- 
dirgly they may be quickned and excited to. Du~ 
ry, humbled for their Wants and Sinnes, affected 
with their Danger, and flrergthered with Com- 
fort, as their condition upon examination hall 
require. * 
And, as he needeth not alwayes to proſecute 
every Doctrine which lies in his text, fo is he 
wifely to make choice of fuck Uſes, as by bis re- 
fidence and converſin g with his flock he findeth 
moft necafull and seafonabie s and, amonęſt 
a thefe 
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tpeſe, Suchas may moft draw their fouls to 
Chrift , the fountain of light, holineſſe end com- 
fort, A 

This Method is not preſeribed as neceflary for 
every man , or upon every text; but onely 
recommended, 2s being found by experience to 
be very much blefled of God, and very help- 
ful for the peoples underftandings and memo- 
ries. 

But the fervant of Chrift, whatever his Method 
be, is to perfom his whole Miniſtry. 

1, Painfully, not doing the work of the Lord 
negligently. 

2. Plain ly, thar the meancft may underftand, 

delivering the truth, not in the entifing words of 
mars wifdom, but in demonftration of the Spirit 
and Power , let the Croſſe of Chrift ſnould be 
made of none effect ; Abftaining alfo from an un- 
profitable uſe of unknown tongues, ſtrange phra- 
fes, and cadences of founds and words, {paringly 
citing fentences of Eccleſiaſtical, or other humane 
writers ancient or moderne, be they never fo 
elegant. 

3. Faithfully, leok ing at the honour of Chrift, 
the converſion, edification and ſalvation of the 
people not at his own gain or g ory: Keeping no- 
thing back which may promote thofe holy ends, 
giuing to every one his own portion, and bearing 
indifferent reſpect unto all, without neglectirg 
5 meaneſt, or ſparing the greate ſt in their 

ins. 

4. Wiſely, framing all his Doctrines, Exhor- 

tations, 
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tations, and efpecially his Repioots,in fuch a man- 
ner as may be moft likely to prevail, fhewing all 

> due reſpect te each mans Perſon and Place, and 
not mixing his own paſſion or bi terneffe, N 

5. Gravely, as becometh the Word of God, 
fhunning all ſuch gefture, voice and expreſſions, as 
may occafion the corruptions of men to defpife 
him and his Minifry. 

6. With loving affection that the People may 
fee all com ng frem his godly zeal,and hearty de. 
fire te do them good. And, f 

7. As taught ef God, and perfwaded in his own 
heart, that all that ke teacheth is the truth of 
Chrift: and walking before his flock as an exam- 
ple to them in private; earneftly, both in private 
and publick,recommending his labours to the bleſ- 
fing of God, and watchfully looking to himfelf and 
the flock, whereof the Lord hath made him over- 
feet;So ſhall the do@rine of truth be preferved un- 

corrupt, many fouls converted and built up, and 
himſelf receive manifold comforts of his labours, 
even in his life, and afterward the (rown of glory 
laid up for him in the world to come, 

Where there are more Miniſters in a Congrega- 
tion then one,and they of different gifts,each may 
more {pecially apply himfelf to Doctrine or ex- 
hortation, according to the gift wherein he moft 

excelleth, and as they fhall agree between them- 
ſelves. 
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be Sermon betng ended the Miniſter is, 

To give thanks for the great love of God , ia 
fending bis Sonne Jefus chriſt urto us? For ike 
Communication ef his bily Spirit; for the light and 
ciberty of the glorious Gifpel, and the rich and hea- 
ven y bleffings revealed therein,as namely, Election, 
Vocatien, Ad option, Fasiification, Sas Fipcation, and 
hope of Glory, For the admirable goodneffe of God in 
freeing the Land from Antichriſſien Darkneſſe aad 
Tyranny, and for all other Nationall Deliverances : 
For tbe Reformaticn of Religion; For ibe covenant ; 
and for many temporall bleffings. 

To pray for the Continuance of the Gofpel , and 
e Ordinances thereof, in their purity, power, and li- 

erly. 

To turn the chief and mef ufefill heads of 
the Sermon into feme few Peliti ns; and to pray 
— it may abide in their heart, and bring forth 

uit. 

To Pray for preparation for death and judgement, 
end à watching fer the coming of our Lord Fefus 
Cbriſt. Jo inircat of God the forgivenfe of the 
iniguities of cur kely things, and the acceptation of 
our ſpirituall facrifice,t brough the merit and media- 
tion of our great High-Pricft aud Saviour, the Lord 
Jefus Chrif. 

And becaufe the prayer which Cbriſt targbt 
1 big 
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his Difciples is not onely a pattern of prayer, bur 
it ſelf a moſt comprehenfive prayer, we recom- 


mend it alfo to be uſed in the prayer of the 


Church. 5 

And whereas at the adminiftration of the Sa- 
craments, the holding publick Faſts and dayes of 
Thankſgiving, and other ſpecial occaſions, whieh 
may afford matter of {pecial Pecitions and Thankſ- 
givingsz it is requ ſite to expreffe ſomewhat in our 
publick Prayers (as ar this time, ic is our duty to 
pray for a bleſſing upon the Aſſem bly of Divines, 
the Armies by Sea and Land, for the defence of 
the King, Parliament, and Kingdome.) Every Mi- 
ni ter herein is to apply himſelf in his Prayer be- 
fore, or after his Serman to choſe occafions; but for 
minner he is left to his liberty as God thall direct 
and enable him, in piety and wiſdome te diſcharge 
his duty. 

The Prayer ended, let a Palm be fung if with 
conveniency it may b done, After which (unlefle 
fome other Ordinance of Chrift that concerneth 


the congregation at that time be to follow) let: 


the Minifter difmifle the congregation wich a fe- 
lemn bleſſing. ö 
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The Adminiĝration 


Or Tun 


SACRAMENTS: 


And firit of 


BAPTISM. 


Rà P TISME, As it is got unneceſſarily to be 

delayed, fo is it not to be adminiftred in any 
cafe by any private perfon; but by a Minifter of 
Chrift , called to be the fteward of che my fteries 
of Ged, 

Nor isto be adminiftred in private places, or 
Privately ,buc in the place of publick Worfhip and 
in the face of the Cengregat. on, where the P. o- 
ple may moft conveniently fee and hear; and not 
inthe places where Fonts inthe time of Popery 
were unfic'y and fuperftitioufly placed, 

The child tobebaptized , after notice given 
to the Minifter the day before, is to be prefented 
by the Father, (or in cafe of his neceſſary ab- 
fence,) by fome Chriſtian friend in his-place, pro- 
feſſing his earneft deſire that the child may be 
baptized. 

Before Bopciſme, the Miniſter is toufe fome 

Words 


i . Cf Baptifme, l 29 
Words of int:u&ion , touch'ng the Inſt tut on, 
Nature Ule, and ends of this S-crament + Shew- 
ing. . 
1 hit it ic inſtituted by our Lord lefus Chal ; 
That it is a Seal of the Covenant of grace, of our 
ing! aſſing into Chis , and of our Varon wiih bars 
of remifion of fins , Regeneration, Adoption, and 
Life eternal hatibe water in Baptifme reprefent= 
eth and fignifieth , both the biond of Chrif , which 
taketh a way all guile of n, original and act hal, 
‘and the fanti hing vertue of ihe Spirit of Chif, 
againſt the domitvon of fin, and the Cos rußtron of 
our finfull nature: That Bapti aug, or Sprink- 
ling and waſbing with Water , ficnifierb she cle an- 
fing from finne by the Blood and for the Ment of 
Chrift; together with the Mortification of fin, and 
riſing from fin to nemneſſe of life, by vertue of ine 
Death & Resurrection of Chriſt; That the Piomife 
is made to helecvers and their feed , and that the 
feed end poſterity of the faithfull, born within the 
Church , have by lirth, intereſt in the cove- 
nant , and right to the Seal of it, and to the out- 
ward Priviledges ofthe Church under the Goſpel, 
no- lefe then the children of Abraham in the time 
ofthe Old Tift ment ʒ the Covenant of grace, for 
{ubftance being the fame; and the grace of God, 
and the Coafolation of Beleevers „more plentifull 
then before : That the Sonne o, God admisted 
little children into bis prefence , embracing and 
bleſſiag them, ſaying, Fer. of fush is the Kingdoms 
of Grd : That children by Baptifme are folemnly 
received into the bo eme of the vifible Church, dè 
: Ba {tin 
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Binguifhed from the world, and them that are 

without, aud, united with belevers, and that all 

wh) are Baptized in the Name of Chriſt, do re- 

noun e, and by thir Baptifme are bound to fight 
n the Devil, the World, and th: Fleſh. That 
“they are Chriftiars gad federally holy b fore Bapa 


F riſm', and therefore are they baptized, That the 


“inward grace and virtue o Bapti/me is not tied to 


that very moment of ti me wherein it is adminifired, 
and that the fruit aud power thereof, reacheth 
to the whole courfe Hour lie; and that outward 
Laxtifne is not fon cefary that through th! want 
thereof tbe Infant is in danger f damnation, or ibe 
Parents guilty , ifthe: do not contemne ov neglect 
the Ordinance of Chif , when aud whe.e ii may be 
bad, 

In theſe or the like inſtructions, the Minifter 
isto ufe his own liberty, and godly Wiſdome, 
as the ignorance of Errous in the Doctrine of 
Baptifine, and theedification of thepeople fhall 
require, 

Hz is alfo to admoniſh all that are pre- 
ſent. 

Yo look back io their Baptifine sto repent of their 
fins again} their Covenant with God, to flirre up 
their faith, to improve and make the right ufe of 
tbir Biptiſme; and o° the Covenant fealed thereby 
be:wixt God and their fouls. 

He is to “exhort the Parent. 

To confider the great mercy of God to him and 
bis child; To bringu? the childe in the knowledge 
of the grounds of the Cbriſtian Religion , aad 


12. 
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in ahe nurture and admonition of the Lord, and to ke~ 
him know the danger of Gods wra h to himſelf, and 

child, if he be negligeni: requiring his folemn Pro 
mife far the performance of bis duty, 


This being done, Piayer isto be joyned with 
the Word ot Inſtitution, for ſanctifying the water’ 
ro his ſpirituall uſe, and the Minifter is to pray to 
this or the like effect; 

That the Lord, who bath not let us as flrangers 
without the Covenant of Promife, but called ust 
the Priviledges of his Ordinances, would graciouſy 
vouch fafe to ſanctiße and bleBe his own Ordinance 
of Baptifme at this time: That he would joyn the 

inward Baptiſine of his Spirit with the ontward 
Baptifme of water; make this Baptifme of the Infant 
4. Seal of sdoption , Remiſſi n of Sin, Regeneration 
and eternallifèe, and ¢f all other promi ſes of the co- 
venaat of Grace: That the child may be planted into 
the likenefs of ibe death RefurreGicn of chriſt, & 
thit the body of Sin, being desir oyed in him, he may 
ferve God in ne waelle of life all bis dayes, | 


Then the Minifter is to demand the Name of: 
the child, which being told kim, heis to fay (cal- 
Jing the child by his Name) 

I Baptizethee in the name of the Father, of theson,, 
and of the holy Ghoft. 


As he pronounceth thefe Words, he is to ba- 
ptize the child with water: which for the man- 
nec of doing it, is nor onely law full, nt ſusbeiens 

„ F. e ame 
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and moft expedient to be, by powring or {prink- 
ling of the water on the face of the child, without 
adding any other ceremony, 

This done, he is to give thanks and pray, to 
this or the like purpoſe: 

Acknowledging with all thankfulacffe that the 
Lord is true and faithfull in keeping Covenant and 
mercy. That he is good an! gracious, not only in that 
be num bre th us among his S lin ts, but is pleafed alfo 
to beſt ow upon our children ihis fingular token and 
badge of bis love in Chrif: Ihat in his Truth and 
ſpetiall providence, he daily bringeth fome into the 
bofome oi his Church, to be partakers of bis ineſti- 
mable benefits, purchaſed by the bloud of his dear 
Son, for the continuance and increafe of bis 
Church. 

And praying, that tie Lord would Sill continue, 
and daily confirm more and more this his unſpeak- 
able favour: That he would receive the Infant now 
baptized, and folemnly entred into the boufhald of 
fait’, into bis fatherly tuition and defence, and 
remember him with the fawour that be ſheweth to 
bis people. That if he {hall be taken out o“ this life 
in his infancy, the Lord, who is ich in mercy, 
would be pleaſed to recti ve him up into glory; ana 
ifbe live and attain tbe years of difcretion, that 
the Lord would fo teach him by his word and Spirit, 
and make his Bapt ſim eſfectuall to him, e fo uphold 
him by his divine power and grace, that by Fa'th 
be may prevai! againſt the Devil, the world and 
the Flcfb,tillin the end he obtain a full and Fnall 
cattery, and fo be kept by the power of God sph 

m i i 4 ait 
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Faith unto ſalvation through Ieſus Christ our. 
Lord. | d | 


. 
F> 


— 


Of the celebration, Of the communion or Sacramin: 
e the Lords Supper. 


He Communion, or Supper of the Lord is 

frequently to be Celebrated: But how often, 
may be confidered and determined by theMinifters 
and other Church gover nours of each Congrega- 
tion, as they fhall find moſt convenient for the 
comfort & edification of the people committed to 
their charge. And when it fhall be adminiftied, 
we judge it convenient to be done after the mor- 
ning Sermon, j 

The ignorant and the ſcandalous are nct fit to 
receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

Where this Sacrament cannot with convenien- 
cy be frequently adminiſtred, itis requiſite that 
publique warning be given the Sabbath day be- 
{ore the adminiftration thereof; and that either 
then, or on fome day of that week, fomething 
concetning that Ordinance, and the due Prepa- 
ration thereunto, and participation thereof be 
taught, that by the diligent ufe of all me: ns fan- 
ctified of God to chat end, both in publique and 
private all may come better prepared to that hea- 
venly Feaſt. 

When the day is come for Adminiſtratien, the 
Miniſter having ended his Sermon and Pray er 
ſnall make a fhort exhortation ; 4 | 
10 i 3 on 
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Exprefing the inePimable benefit we have by 
tkis Sacrament ; together with the ends and ufe 


theres f, (etting forth the great neceſſi y of h wing 


onr comforts and ſtrength renewed thercby in this 
onr Pilgrimage and warfare, How neceſſary it is 
that we come unto it with knowledge, Faith, Kcpen- 
tance, Low, and with hungring ond thir ing fouls 
after Chrift and his benefits: How great the danger 
zo eat and drink unvorthily- 

Next, he is in the nime of Chrif on the one part, 


to warn all fuch as are Ignorant, Scandalous, Pro- 


fanc, or that live in any fin or offence againſi their 
knowledge or conſcience, tbat they prefume not to 
come to that holy Table, fhewing them, that he that 
eateth and drinketh- unworthi'y, eateth and drink- 
eth judgemeit unto himſelf; and on the other 
Part, he isine/peciall manner to invite and encou- 
r-geailthat labour under the ſenſe of the burden 
of their fins, and fear of wrath, and defire to 
reach out unzo 4 greater Progreße in grace, thew 
yet they cin atia nun to come to the Lords 
Table; alſuring them in the fame name of eafe, rs. 
Srefbing and ſtreu gib to their weak and wearied 
fouls, 
Ater this Exhortation, Warn'ng and inyi- 
tation che Table being before decent'y covered, 
and fo conveniently placed, thatthe Communi- 
cants may orderly-fic about it, or at it; The Mi- 
m fter isto begin the action with ſanctifying and’ 
bleſſiag the elements of Bread and Win e fet be- 
fore him (the Bread in comely and convenient 
vefizls, fo prepared, chat being breken by him 

an 
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& given it may be diftrisured amongſt the Com- 

municants : The wine alfoin large Cups) having 
fix ſt in a few words ſhewed: That thofe elements 
otherwiſe common, are now fet apart and ſancti- 
fied to this holy uſe, by the word of Inſtirution and 

Prayer, 

Let the words of Inſtitution be read out of che 
Byangeliſts, or out of the firſt E pic le of the a po- 
{tle Pau to the Corinthians. ch. 1 I. vcrſ. 23. I ho ve 
received of the Lord. &c. to the 27. verf which 
the Minifter may when ne feeth requiſite, explain 
and apply. 

Let the prayer, Thankfgiving or Bleffing of the 
Bread and Wine be to this effec. 
lth humble and hearty acknowledge men: 
| ~ of the greatneſſe of our miſery; fron which 
neither man nor Angel was able to deliver ue, and 
of aur great urworthineſſe of the least of all Gods 
mercies, to give thanksto God for all bis bene hts, 
and eſ pecially for that great beneGt of our R den 
Pt ion, the love of God the Father, the fuffcrings and 
merits- of the Lord Ieſus Corift the Son of Ged, by 
which we are delivered; and for all meanes of 
Grace, the words and Stcraments.and for this Sacrae 
ment in particular, by which Christ and all bis benes 
fits are applied and fealed up unto us, which not- 
witbftanding the denial of them unto others, are in 
great mercy continued-unto us, after ſo much and long. 
abuſe of them al. a 
To profiſse that there ts no otbf name under hede 
ven, by which we can befaved, hut the nime of 
Jefus Christ, by wham alone we receiving Ri 
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and life bave acccffe to ib: ih one of Grace are ad- 
mitted to cat and drink at his own Table, ond are 
ſealed ugby his Spirit to an affærance of bappincfe 

and ¢verlafiing life. “ii 

Bari: H pray to God the father of all mercies and, 
God of all Confolation, te vouchſaſe his gracious pres 
ſence, & the offi final working of his spirit in us, 
and jo to fanétifie thefe Elements both of Bread and 
Wine and to bleſſe bis own Ol dinance, that we m 
receive by Faith the Body aad Blond of Tefus Christ) 
crucified for us, and fo to feed upon him, that he may 
be one with us and we with him, that he may live 
in us, and we in him, and to hin, who bath loved 
us, and given himſelf for us. 

All which he is to endeavour to perform with 
Suitable affe & ions anſwerable to fuch an holy acti- 
on, and to fiir up the like in the people. 

The Elements being now ſanctified by the 
Werd end prayer, the Minifter being at the 
Table isto take the bread in hiy hand, and fay 
in thefe expreſſions:: (or other the like, ufed 
by Chrift or his Apoſtle upon this occafi- 
on, 

According to tte holy inſtitution, command an 
exaxsple of eur Blefled Saviour Jeſus chriſt, I 
take this bread, and having givin thanks, I Break 
it and give it unto jou. (There the Miniſter, who 
is alſo himfelf to communicate, is to break the 
Bread, and give it to the Cemmunicants:) 
Take ye, eate ye, this is tie body of Chriſt wbich 

s broken for you, do this in remembrance of 
iM 


In 
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In like manner the Minifter is to take the cup, 
and fay in thefe expreflions (or other the like, 
Ee z Chrift or the Apoftle upon the fame occa- 
ion, p 
According to the inftitution, command &. example 
of our Lord Ieſus hriſt, I take this cup, give it un- 
to you (Here he give it unto the Communicants ; ) 
T! as cup is the NewTe(tamentin the blood ef Christ, 
which is fhed for the remiffion of t he (ins of many: 
Drink ye all of it. 

After all have communicated, the Minifter may 
in a few words put them in mind. 

Of the grace of God in Jefus Chrif held 
forth inthis Sacrament, and exhort them ta 
walk worthy of it. 

The Minifter is to « ve folemn thanks to God, 

For his rieh mercy and invaluable good- 
nefe vouchfafed to them in that Secranzent 
and to intreat for pardon for the effects of the 
whole ſer vice, and for the gracious afsiftance 
of his good Spirit, whereby they may be ena- 
bled to wall in the ſtrength of that Grace, as 
becometh thoſe who have received fo great 
pledges of falvation, 

The collection for the poor is fo to be ordered, 
that no part ofthe publick Worthip be thereby 
hindred. 

& 5 p ef 
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Of the San tification of the Lords dq. 


T HE Lords day ought to be remembred be- 

forehand, as that all worldly buſineſſe of our 
ordinary callings may be fo ordered, and fo timely 
and feafonably laid aſide ao they may not Le impe- 
diments to the due fandifying of the Day when it 
comes, 

The whole Day is to be celebrated as holy to 
the Lord, both in publick and private, as being 
the (hriftian Sabbath. To which end it is requi- 
ſite, that there be a holy ceſſation, or refting 
allthe day, from all unneceflary labours, and an 
abftaining, not only ficm, ail ſports and paf- 
times, but alfo from ail wordly words and 
thoughts, . 

That the Diet on that Day be fo ordercd, as 
thar neither Servants be unneceffarily detained: 
from the publick-worfh’p of God, novany other 
Peifens hindered from the fand@ifying that 
Day. 

That there be private preparation of ‘every 
perfon or family by prayer for themfelves, and 
for Gods aſſiſtance of the Minifter. and for a blef- 
fing upon his Miniſtery, and by fuch holy exere 
cifes, as may further diſpoſe them to a more com- 
fortable Communion with God in his publick- 
Ordinances. 

That all che people meet timely for pub- 
lickworfhip , that the whole Congregation *** - 

g- 


ry Of the Lords Daye 39 
be preſent at the beginning, and wich on: heart 
folemnly joy. together in all parts of the pub- 
pate worthip ; and not depart till after the blef- ` 
ing. — i 
Fha: what timeis vatana, b2tv2en or after 
the ſo-lemam:zeting of the Congregation in 
publique, be ſpent in Read ng, Meditation. Res 
petition of Sermons , (eſpecially by calling their 
families to an account of what they have heard, ) 
and Catechiſing of them, holy conferences, 
Prayer for a bleſſing upon the pabliq 1e Ordi- 
nances, ſi aging of Pfalmes, viſic nz the fick’, 
relieving th: poor, and ſu: alice dizie; Of pizey, 
charity and mercy, accounting the Sab Dach ade - 
light. P 


The Solem nx ition of M wriazze. 


N 
| 


Lrhough Marriage be noSacranznt , nor 

peculiar to th: Charch of Gad, bat com- 
mon to maakind, and of publique iitereft in 
every Com non wealth, yetoecauſe fuch as marry 
are to marry in the Lord, and have ſpeciall 
need of inſtruction, Direction and exhortation, 
from the word of God as their entring into ſuch 
anew condition; and of the bleſſing of God up- 
on chem therein, we judge it expedient , that 
Marriage be ſolemaized by a lawfull M niter of 
the Word that he may accordingly counſell them 
and pray for a bleſſiag upon them. i 


Mar. 
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Marriage is to be betwixt one man and one wo- 

man only , and they, fuch as aie within the 

degrees of Confangu'nity or Affi ity prohibited 
by the word of God. And che parties are to 
be of yeares of dicretion, fit to make their own 
choice, or upon good groundsto give their mutu: 
all conſent. 

Before the folemniz ng of Marriage between any 
Per ſons, their purpofe of Marriage ſhall be publi- 
fh:d by the Minifter three feveral Sabbath dayes 
in ihe Cong-egation , atthe place or places of 
their mof uſual and conſtant abode refpettive'y. 
And ofthis publication the M:nifler, whois to 

joyn them in Marriage .fhall have fufficient Te. 
ſtimony, before he procecd to folemnize the Mar- 

riage j 

Before that Publication of fuch their purpofe 
(if the parties be under ageſthe conſent of the Pa- 
rents, or others under whofe power they are, (in 
cafe the Parents be dead (is to be made known to 
the Churh Officers of that Congregation to be 
Recorded. 

The like is to be obferved in the procedings of 
all others, although of age, thofe Parents are li- 
ving, for their fi. ft Marriage. And in after Mar- 
riages of either of thofe parties, they fhall be ex- 
horted not to contract Marriage, without firſt ac- 
quanting thei: Parents with it, (if with conven en- 
cy it may be done) endeavouring to obtain their. 
conſent. 

Parents ought not to force their children to 
marry without theit free conſent, nor deny their 

own, 
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own confent without juf caufe. 

After the purpofe or contract of Marriage hath 
been thus publiſhed, the Marriage is not to be 
leng deferred, Therefore the Minifter, having had 
convenient warning,& nothing being objected- to 
hinder it, is publickly tofſolemnize it in the place 
appointed by Authority for publick Worfhip, be- 
fore a competent number of credible witnefies, at 
fome convenient hour of the day, at any time of 
the ye ar, except on a day of publick Humiliaticn, 
a we advife that it be not on the Lords day, 


And becaule all Relations are fan@ified by he 
Word and Prayer, the Minifter is to pray fora 
bleſſing upon them to this effect: 

Acknowledging our fins whereby we have mi E 
our ſel ves lefe then the leaf of alltbe mercies of God 
and provoł d him to imbitter all our cemforts ears 
nelly in the Name of Chriſt to intrea: the Lard 
(whoſe prefiace and favour is the happinelfé of ee 
condition, and ſwretens every Relation, to be their 
portion, to ows and accept them in Chri, who are 
now to be foyned in in. Honourable Eſtate of Mar- 
riage, the Covenant if their God. Ard that as be 
hath brought them together by his providence be 
would fanctify them by bis Spirit, giving them a 
nem frame of heart fit for their new e tate; enrich- 
ing them with all Graces, whereby ibey may perform 
the duties, enjoy the comforts, under goe the care, 
and refit the tempt ati ns which accompany that con- 
dition as becometb Chrifiiars, 


The prayer being ended, it is convenient that 
ö the 
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the Minifter do briefly declare wito them out of thi 
Scrip:ure, | 
The Infizrution, Vfeand cals of Marriige , with 
the conjuzall duties, whith in all faishfalneffe they 
are to perform each to other, exhorting them to ftu- 
dy thz boly Word %, that they may learn to live 
by faith, an 110 be Content in the midh of the Marri- 
age cares and troubles fanctifying Gids name in 4 
thenkfull, fober aud holy ufe of all conjugal comforts 
praying much with and for another, walching over, 
and provoking each other to love and god wa ks and 
to li ve together as the heir: of the Grase of life. 


After folemn charging of rhe parlons to be marrie t 
before that geit God, who fearcheth all hearts, and 
to whom they maf give a ftri@accountatrke [tR 
Day, that if either of them kaow any cauſe by pre- 
contra or otherwiſe, why they may not lawfully 
proceed to marriage, that they now diſcover it: The 
Miniſter (if noimpediment be acknowledged) shall. 
cauſe, firit, the man to take che woman by the right 
band, fayiag theſe words. 


I. N. do take the N. to be my married Wife, and 
de, inthe preſence of God, and before this Congrego- 
tion, promife and co ven in: to be a loving and faith. 
full Ha bind unt) thee, un: ill God foall feparateus 
by death. 


Then the woman shail tak: the man by bis right 
bind, and {ay the words. 


= 
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I. N. do take thee N. to be my married bushand and 
40 inthe preſence of God, and before this Corg e- 
ation, premifé ard count 10 be a lovi: g, faith full 
nd obedient wife xnio thee , untill God ſhall ſeparate 
is by death. 


Then without any futher ceremony the Minifter 
Aull in the tace of che Congr gation , pronounce 
h m to be Husband and Wiie, accoroing to Geds 
) dinance, and ſo conclude the action with prayer 
o this effect. 


That the Lord would be plea ſcd to accompany his 
wn Ordinance with bis bleſſing, beſeeching him to 
nrich the perſons now married as with other pledges 
f bis love,foparticulirly with the comforts and fruits 
fmarriage, tothe graife of bis abundant mercy, in 
nd through Chrif Jefus. 


A Regifter is to be carefully kept, whefein the 
Names of the parties fo martied, with the time of 
heir marriage, are forthwith to be faitly Recorded in 
; Book provided for that purpofe ,for the perufall of 
ll whom it may cor cern. f 


Concerning Vifitatien of the Sick. 


IT isthe duty of the Miniſter, not onely to 

teach the people committed to his charge, in 
wblick , but privately, and particularly to ad- 
nonifh , exhort., reprove and comfort them, up- 
on all che feafonable occafions,fo farre as bis time, 
— engb 
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ſtrength and perſonall ſafety will permit. 

He is to admon ſh them, is time of health te 
prepare for death; and for that purpeſe they 
are often to conferre with their Minifter about the 
eſtate ef their ſou les: and in times of ſickneſſe to 
deſire his advice and help, timely and ſeaſonable 
before their ftrength and underſtanding fail 
them. 

Times of ſickneſſe and affliction, are ſpeciall 
opportun: ties put in:o his hand by God, to mi- 
niſter a word in ſea en to weary foules : b:caufe 
then the Conſciences of men are, or ſhould be 
more awakened, to bethiak themfelves of their 
ſpirituall eſtates for Eternity; and Satan a'io 
takes advantage then, to load them more with 
fore and heavy temptations, Therefere the Mi- 
nifter being fent for, and repairing to the fick, is 
to apply himfelf with alrtenderneile and love, to 
adminiſter foime fpirituall good to his foul, to this 
effect: 

He may, from the conſide ation of the preſent 
ſickneſſe; inft-u& him ent of Scripture, that dif- 
eaſes come not by chance or by diſtempers of bo- 
dy only, but by the wiſe and orderly guidance 
of the goed hand of God to every particular per- 
fon ſmitten by them And that whether it be laid 
upon him out of diſpleaſure for ſin, for his cor- 
rection and amendment, or for tryall and ex- 

erciſes of his graces, ar for other ſpeciall and ex- 
cellent ends, all his ſufferings fhal! turn te his 
ptoßt, and work together fer his good, if he fin- 
cerely labour co make a ſanctified ufe of Be 

-E vili» 


25) y 4 
Of the Vift:ation of she feke. 45 
yifitation , neither deſpiſing his chaſteni ng, nor 
waxing weary of h.s correction. 
If he ſuſpect hm of ignorance, Ke fhall exa- 
mine him in the Principles of Religion , efpecially 
touching Repentance and Faith; and ashe feeth 
cauſe, inſtruct him in the nature, ufe, excellency, 
and neceſſity cf thofe graces; as alfo touching the 
covenant ot Grace, and Chrift the fon of God, 
the Mediatour of it, and concerning remiflion of 
fins by faith in him. 

He fhall exhore the fick perfon to examine him- 
felf, to ſearch and try his former waves, and his 
eſtate towards God. 

And if the fick perfon ſnall declare any ſcruple, 
doubt or temptation, that is upon him, inftru- 
ction and re ſolutions fhall beg ven to ſatisfy and 
ſettle him. 

If it appear that he bath not a due ſenſe of his 
ſins, endeavours ought to be uſed to convince 
him of his fins, of the guilt and deſert of them, 
of the filth and pollution which the foul 
contracts, by them and of the curſe of the 
Law, and wrath of God due to them; that 
he may be tru'y affected with, and humbled 
for them; and withall to make known the dan- 
ger ofdeterring Repentance, and of neglecting 
falvation at any time offered, to awakea his Con- 
ſcience and rouz him ont of a ftup.d and wräch of 
condition, to apprehend the juftice and {cture 
God, before whom none can ftand, but he that 
being loft in himſelf, layeth hold upon Chriſt 
by Faith. > 
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If ke have endeavovred to walk in the wayes 
otholinefle, and to ferve God in uprightnelte, 
although not withcut many failings and inhi m. 
tics, orif his ſpirit be broken with che fence of 
fin „ or caft coun thorow want of the ſenſe of 
Gods favour, then it will be fit to raife him vp, 
by fetting before him the (reencfle and {ulnctie 
ot Gods grace, the fi fhoentcy cf r gtheoufncfie 
in Chrift, he gracious effersin the Gofpel , that 
all who iepent ard belccve with ail thir heart 
in Gods meicy throvgh Chrift , renouncing their 
cwn Righieouinetbe , fhal have Jife and falyation 
jn him, f 
It may be alfo ufeful to flew him, that death 
hath in it no Spiritual evill to be fcared by thofe 
that are in Chif ,becaufe fin, the fting of death, 
is taken away ty € brift, who hath delivered all 
that are his from the bondage of the fear of 
death, triumphed over the grave, given us vi- 
Ctory , is bimſelf entred into glory, to prepare 
a place for his people ; So that neither life nor 
death fhallkeable to ſeparate them from Gods 
Jove in Chriſt, in whom fuch are fuch , thougt 
row they muft be laid in the duft, io obtain a1 
joyfull and glorious Refurrecticn to eterna 
life, ; 
Advice alfo may be given, as to beware of an i 
grounded perſwaſion en mercy ,or on the good- 
neſſe of his condition for Heaven , foro d. ſclaime 
all merit in himfelf, and to caſt himſelf wholly 
upon God for mercy in the fole Merits and Me 


diation of Jefus Chrift , who hath engaged 10 
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felf never to caſt off tb m, who in truck ang ſiaceti- 
ty comeunte him. Gare alfo muſt be taken. thie 
the fick perfon be not caſt down into difpsir by 
fuch a ſexere reprefentation of the wrath of Gd 
dus to him for his finnes, as is not mollified by 
2 fezfonable propdunding of Chrift and his Merit, 
for a door of hope to every penitent believer. 


When the fick man is bet compofed, may be 


leat diſtubed, and other neceflary offices about 
bim leaſt hindered,the Minifter,if deſited, hall pray 
with him, and for him to this effect; > 


Confiffing and bewailing of fin Originall and 
Actuall, the miſerable condition of all by mature, 
as being Children of wrath, and under the Curfe , 
acknowledging that ali Difeafes, Sickneſſes, Death . 
and Hell it ſelf, are the iffues and effects 
thereof: Imploring Gods mercy for the fick perſon 


through the bloud of (hriſt, beſeeching that God 


would open his eyes, difcover unto him his fins, cauſe 
bim to fee bimfelf lof ix bimfelf, make known to 


him the caufe why Gad fasiteth him, reveal Jefus . 


Chriſt 10 his fout for Righieouſneſſe and Life, give 
unto him his holy Spirii to create and Strengthen 
Faith to lay hold upon Chriſt, io werk in him com- 
fortable evidences of his love, to aim bim 4gainſt 
temptations, to take of bis heart from the world, to 
fanctifie his prefent viſitations, to furnifo him with 
patience and ftrength to bear it, and 10 give him 
perfeverance in faith to the end. 
That if God [ball pleaſe to adde to his dayes, he 
would vouchſafe to bleſſe and n all ene 
* ~ à 


48 Ofthe Viſitation of tke fick. 
bis Recevery to remove the difeafe , renew his 
Sivength and enable him to walk worthy of Ged, by 
a faihfullremembrance, and diligent ebferving of 
fuch vowes and premifes of holincffe and obedience , 
as min are apt io make in times of ficknef[e, that be 
May glorifie God in the remaixing part of bis life. 
And if God have determined to fen ſh his dayes 
by the prefent Viſitation, he may find fuch evidence 
of the pardon of his fins, of his inter eſt in Chriſt, & 
esernall life by Chriſt, a; may cauſe bis inward man 
to be renewed while his éutward man decayeth, that 
be may behold death without fear, ca himſelf whol- 
ly upon Chrift without doubting, defireto be diſſol- 
ved, and to be with chriſt, and ſo receive the end of 
bis faith, the ſalvation of bis foul, through the only 
merits and int erceſ ion of tbe Lord Jefus Cbriſt, our 
.a‘one Saniour and Alſuſfisient Redeemer. 


The Miniſter {hall admonish him alfo (2s there 
ſtall be cauſe) to {ct bis honfe in order, thereby to 
prevent inconveniences, to take care for the pay- 
ment of bis debts, and to make reftitution or fatis- 
factioa where he bath done any wiong,to bs recon: 
ciled to thofe with whom he barh been at variance, 
and fully to forgive all men their trefpafles again 
him, as be expects fo giveneſſe at the hand ofGod. 

Laftly,the Minifter may improve the prefent 
occafion to exhort thofe about the fick perfon, to 
eonfider their own mortality, to return to the 
Lord znd make peace with bim; in bealth to 
prepare for ſickneſſe, death, and judgement, snd 

nn 
Uniti 


Fi 
untill their change come, that when Chri, who is 
ale ife fhall appear; they may cppear with him in 


lory, 


A 


4 oncernivg Zariall of the dead. = 


Hen any Perfon departeth this life, let 
VV the dead body,upon the day of Burial, 


- » be decently attended from the houſe to. 
the houfe appointed tor publick Burialjand there. 
immediately interred without any ceremony. 

And becaufe the cuſtomes of kneeling down: 
and praying by, or towards the dead corps,and o- 
ther fuch uſages in the place where it lies, be fore it 
be carried to Burial,are fuperfticious : & ſorthat, 
praying, reading, and ſinging both in going to. 
and at the grave have been greſiy abuſed, are no 
way beneficial to the dead, and have proved many 
wayes hurtfull to the living, therefore let all fuch 
things be laid aſide. 2 

‘Howbeit we judge it very convenient, that the 
Chriftian friends, which accompany the dead body 
to the place appointed for publickBurial,do apply 

hemfelves to meditations & conferences ſu.tabie 
ro the occafion; and that the Minifter, as upon o- 
ther occafions, fo at this time, if he be preſent, may 
put them in remembrance of their duty, 

That t his thal] not extend to deny any civil re- 
pecs or differences at the Burial, ſuitable to the 
rank and condition of the Party deceafed whiles 
he was living, 
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50 Cf Publick Faſting. 
Concerning Publick Solemn Fafixg. 


a Ai fome great and ne. able ju gement: 
are eicher inflied epon a People or ap. 
parently imminent, or by fome extraordinary pre- 
vocations notoriouſly deferveds as alſo, when fomi 
ſpeciall bleſſing is tobe fought and obtained, Pu- 
blick (cl:mn Faſting ( wh ch is to con: inne the), 
whole day) is a Duty that Godexpe@e:h from aj, 
Nation, o: P.ople. | 
A Religious Faſt requires totall abftinerce not 
only from all food (unleſſe bodily v eakneſſe do | 
manifeftly difablefrom holding out till the Faft 
be ended, in whih cafe fomewhat may be taken 
yet very ſparingly, to ſupport nature when ready to 
faint; but alfo from all worldly labour, diſcou fes s 
and thoughts, and from all bodily delights, (al- 
though at other times law full) rich apparel, orna- 
ments and fuch like, during the Fsft § and much 
mere from wbatſoever is, in the nature, or ufe , 
ſcandalous or offenſivez 28, garifh attire, laſcivious 
habits and geſtures, and other vanities of either fex; 
which we recommend to all Miniſters in their pla- 
ces, diligently and zealously to reprove, as at other 
times, foefpecally at a Fat, without re fpe ct 
of perfons, as there {hall bt occafion 
Before the publick meeting, each Family and 
Perfon apart, are privately to ufe all religious care 
to prepare their beaxts to ſuch a ſolemn work, and 
to be early at the Congregation, = | 
So large a portion of the Dey, as conveniently 
ö may 


O Publick Faſting. 51 
may be, is tobe ſpent in publick Reading, aad 
preac. isg of the Wo d, with finging of Pfalmes . . 
at to qu cken affect ors, ſuita le to fuca a Da- 
ty hu eſpecially in Payer to this or the like ef- 
fe ct i 


Giving glory to the great Majesty of God, the 
Creatour , Preferver, and ſubr eme Ruler of all the 
World, the better to affect us theveby with a boty 
reverence and awe of Him,  Ackuowledging his 
mani fold, great ard tender mercies efpectally to 
the Gh ivch and Nation , the more effectually io fof- 
ten and abate eur bearti before him. Hambly con- 
feling of fins of all ſoris, with thar feverall aggra- 
uations: Fatifjing Gods righteous Fudgewenis, a: 
being farre lefe then our fins do deferve; yet bamby 
aad earnestly imploring bis mercy and grace for our 
ſelves, the G harch and Nation, for eur Ring and all 
in at horiiy, and fir all ochers far whim we are 
bound to pray, according as the preſent exigent vee 
gtiveth(with more ſperiall importunity and enlarg - 
ment then at other times. Aoplying by faith the Pro- 
miſes and Goodneſſꝛ of God, for Pardon, Help and 
Deliverance from the evils felt, feared, or deferved , 
and for ol taining the bleſſings which we noed and 
expect together with a g ving up of our felves wholly 
and for ever unto the Lord. 

In a l theſe, th: Minifters, who are the mout is 
of the P. ople unto Go 4, ought fe to Ipeak from 
their hearts upoa ſerious, and throvgs prim edi- 
t⸗ tion of them, tha: both ih:mfelves and their 
Peoole mayb: muca affected, end even melted 
thereby: eſpeciilly u. th ſorrow for their finnes, 
i ae that- 


F(52) 
that ic may be indeed a day of deep Humiliation at 
affli&ing of the foul, 
pFpeciall choice is to be made of fuch Scriptures t 
be read, and of ſuch texts for preaching, as may be 
werk the hearts of the bearers to the ſpeciall buſine 
of the day, and muft d:fpofe them to Humiliatio 
and Repentance; ĩaſiſting moſt on thoſe particular; 
which each Miniſters obſervation and experience te] 
ki are molt conducing to tbe Edification and Re 
formation of that Congregation to which he preach 
eth. e e ell i 
Before the clofe of the publick durier, the Mini 
-fter is in bis own and tbe peoples name, to engag 
his and their hearts to be the Lorde, with profeſſe. 
put poſe and reſolution to reform whatever is amifft 
among them, and mere particularly fuch finnes a: 
tbey have been more remarkably guilty of; and tc 
draw nearer unto God, aad to walk more cloſely and 
Seite witb him in new obedience then ever be- 
‘Fore, - 3 
Heis alfo to admoniſh the people witball im- 
portunity, thae the work of the day doth not end 
cb the publick duties of it, bit thie they are fo 
o improve theremsinder of the day and of t heir 
whole life, in re-enforcing upon tbemſelves an- 
cheir families in private, all thofe gocly affecti- 
ens and refolutions wti h tbey profeffed in pub- 
Mick, as that they may be ſettled in their heart 
fer ever, and themſelves may more ſenſibly fir d 
‘tbat God hath (mele a ſwett favour in Chrilt 
from their performances, and is pacified cowards 
ebem by anſwers of Grace, in parconing offi ftn, 
~ wi 


W a l 
in removing of julgements, in averting or prevent 
i g of plszne, and in conferricg of bleſſi ge, fice 
~$pecothecouditions end prey 18 vf his People 
b, Jelus Chriſt. " 
Beſi de folemn and generall Fafts enjoyned by 
) auchority, we judge that at other times C inge a- 
tions may keep Dayes of Fafting,as divine Provi- 
dence ſnall adminiſter unto them ſpecial ccc. Gans. 
And alſo that Families ma / do the fame, fo it be 
not on Dayes wherein the C ngregation to which 
they d o belong is to meet for Faking, or other 
pu lick duties ot Worthip.. 


Sal 
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Concerning the obſe vation of the Daies of 
Publick thask(giving, 
y" many ſach Day is to be kept, let notice 
re given of it, and of the occaſion thereof, 
{ome convenient time before, that the people may 
the better p-epare themſelves thereunto. 
The ay being come, and the Cangreg ition 
Ç frer private prepata: ioas) b.ing affembled , the 
Miniſter is to begin with a word ot exhortation to: 
ftir up che People to this dnty for which thy aʻe 
met, and with a short prayer for Gods asfittance 
ad b'e ii g, (as at other Caoventions for publick 
W.rship, according tothe azticular cecafion of 
their meeting. l 
Let him then m ks fome pithy narra: ion of the 
d.liverance obtained, or m'rey received, or cf what- 
ever hab occaſi med that aflembling of the Gon- 
gregition, thar all mty better underſtan it, or b3 
minded of it; and more affected with it. 
C4 and 
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34 Of Dates of Publick Thanksgiving. 

And becaufe finging of Pfa!ms is of all other the 
moſt p. oper Ordinance for expreſſing of Ioy and 
Thankſgiving. let fome pert nent Pſalm or Pfalms 
be fung for that pur poſe, before or after the read - 
ing ſome portion of the Word, ſuitable to the pre- 
fent buſineſſe. 

Then let the M niſt er who isto preach, proceed 
so further exhortation and prayer before his Ser- 
mon, wich fpeciall reference to the preſent work: 
after which let bim preach upon fome tet of 
S:ripture pertinent to the occafion. i 

The Sermon ended, let him onely pray, as at o- 
ther times after preaching is directed, wich rem n- 
brance of the neccflities of the Church, King, and 
State (if before the Sermon they were omitted) but 
inlarge himſelf in due and ſolemn Thankſgiving 
for ſormer mercies & deliverances, but more eſpe- 
cially for that which at the preſent calls them to. 
gc ther to give thanks; with humble Petition for 
the continuagce and renewing of Gods wonrc d 
mercies, as need ſhall be, and for ſanctifj ing grace 
to make aright ufe thereof. And ſo having fun 
another Pfalm fuitab'e to the mercy, let him aif 
miffe the Congregation witha bleffing, that they 
may have forme convenient time for their repa ſt 
and refreſhirg. i 

But the Minifter (before their diſmiſſion) s 
folemnly to admonifh them to beware of all ex- 
eeſſe and riet, tending to glutteny or drunken- 
nefe, and much more of thefe fins themſelyves, 
in their eating and refrefhing, and to take care 
mat their mirth and rejoycing be not carnall but 
i ſpiri- 


Of daes of Publick Thanksgivings. 3 
ſpirituall, which may make Gods praiſe to be glo- 
rious, and themſel ves humble and ſober; and that 
both their reading and rejoycing may render them 
more chearfull, & inlatged further to celebrate his 
praiſes ia the midft of the Congregation when they. 
return unto it, in the remaining part of that day. 

When the Congregation fall be again affem- 
bled, the like courfe in praying, reading, preaching 
fing ng of Pfalmes, and offering up of more Praile 
and Thanksg’ving , that is before directed for the 
morning is t be renewed and continued fo farre as 
- the time will give leave. l ~ 

At one ot beth of the Publick meetings that 
day, 2 Cu: ion is to be made for the poor, (aad i 
ia the like manner upon the day of Publick Humi- - 
liation) chat their loyns may bleſſe us, and rejoyce - 
tbe more with us, Aad the Peeple areto be exhor- 
ed, at the end of the latter meeting, to {pend the 

refidue of chat day in holy duties, and teſtificati- 
ons of chriftian love and charity one towards an- 
other, n of rejoycing more and more in the 
Lord: as becommeth thoſe who make the joy of ths. 
Lo their ſtrength. 5 


Å Of finging of Pſalmes. eae 
J Tistbecury of chriftians to praiſe God pubs. 
lick by ſinging of Pfalmes together in the con- 
gregation, and alſo privately in the Family. 

In ſinging of Pfalms the voice is to be tuntable 
and gtavely ordered: but the chief care muſt be, 
to ing with underftanding, and with Grace in tkg - 

beart, making melody unto the Lord, ` 
: 2.8. Tag 


956 O Singing of Palms 
That the whole Congregation may joyn here 
$a , every one that can read is to have a Palm- | 
hook, and all others, not difabled by age or others 
svile, are to be exhorted to learn to read. But for 
he preſent, where many in the congregation can- 
not read it is convenient that the Minifter,or fome 
wether fit perlon appointed by him and the other- 
Ruling officers, do read the Pſalm, line by line bes 
wore the ſinging thereof. 
At Appendix touching Dayes and Places for 
Pablick wor{bip 
I Here is no Day commanded in Scripture to be 
kept holy under the Gofpel, but the Lords 
Day, which is the Chriftian Sabbath, > ~ 
Feftivall dayes, vulgarly called Holy dayes, ha- 
ving no warrantin the VVord of God , are not to 
He continued. N | 
Nevertheleffe, iz is lawfull and neceſſary, upon. | 
ſpecial emergent occaſions, to ſeparate a day or 
‘ayes for publick Fafting or Thankſgiving, as the 
Several eminent and extraordinary diſpenſations 
ef Gods Providence fhall adminifter cauſe and 
opportunity to his People. 2 4 
As no place is capable of any holineſs under pre- 
rence of what ſoe ver Dedication or Conſecration, o 
neither is ir ſubject to ſuch pollution by any ſuper- 
ſtition former ly ufed and now laid aſide, as may 
render it unlawful or inconvenient, for Chriftians 
to meet together therein for the publick VVerth'p 
of God, And therfore we hold it re uifite that the 
places of publick aſſembling for VVorfhip among. 
us,thould be * and imployed to that nfe.. 
NI i 
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To the Right Honourable 


The: Lords and Commons: 
Alſembled in Parliament; 


The humble Advice of the Aſſem; 
bly of Divines, now fitting by Ordi- ` 
nance of Parliamentat Wei miner, 
concerning 


Ghurch=Governinente 


The Preface. 


Efus Chrift,upon whofe fhoulders the Govern=: 
J ment is, whoſe name is called Wondeful,Coun- 

ſellour, che Mighty Cod, de Ever la ſting Father, 
the Prince of Peace, of the increaſe of whofe Goa - 
vernment & Peace there fhall be no end, who fits- 
upon the Throne of David, and upon i 
his Kingdome to order it, and to eſta- 1.20. 
blith it wich Iudgement, and Juftice, Bohs. nd: 
from hencefcrch even for ever, having fed with Eph. - 
all power givea unto him in Heaven l. 68.18. 
and in earth by the Father, who raiſed 
him from the dead, and ſet him on his own Right. 
Rand, far above all Prinsipa Ries, and Power, an d 

l | Miga 


Mat. 28 4.184 
19. 20 
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Might and Dominon and every Name. that is 


named, not onely in this World, but alſo in tbat 


which is to come, and put all all things under bis feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all thinzs to the: 
Church, which is his Body, the fulneſſe of him that 
fillech all in all: He b ing afcended up far above 
all H avens, that he might fill all things, received 
gif:s of his Chu ch, and gave offices neceflary for 
edification of his Church, and perfeGing of his. 


Saints, | 
ofthe Church. 
Here is ene Generall Church vifib'e , be'd forth 


in the new. Teſtament. 1 Cr. 1 2.12, 13, 18. 


together with the reſt of the chap er, 

The Miailtery, Oracles asd Ordinances of thé. 
New Teſta ment, are given by Jefus Chriſt to the 
Generall Church vifib’e, for the gathering and per- 
ſecting of it in this life untill his ſecond comipg. 
1 Cor. 12. 28. Eh. 4. 4,5. compared with yer. 10. 
1112.131455. 6. the fame Chapter. 

Purticu ar vii ble Churches, Members of the Ge- 
neral Church, are alfo held forth in the New 
Teftament. Gal. 1. 21, 22. Rev. 1. 4, 20. and 
Nev. 2. 1. Particular Churches in the primitive 
times were made up of viGble Saints. tiz. Of fuch- 
as being of age, proſeſſed faith in Chritt, and obee 
diende unto Chrift ; according to the Rule of 
Fuiih and Liferaugh. by Chrift and his Apoſt les; 
And of their children. Ads 2. 38,41. AGS 2. 
ver ſ. laſt, compared with Ads 53. 1. 1er. Te 2. 
compared with 2 Cor. 9, 13. Acts 2. 39. 1 Cor. 
751 Ge, Rem, 11 6. and lo forward Mark tos 14. 

com- 
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compared with Matih. 19. ver. 13, 14. Luke 18. 
ver. 1 5, 18. ; 

: Of ihe Officers of the Church. 


He Officers which Chri bath appointed for 
T theedificaiion of his Church, and the perfect 
ing of the. Saints, are, ‘ 

Some extraorc inzTy, as Apoftles, Evangelifts „ 
and Prophets which are cea ſed. 

Oibers ordinary and perpetuall, as Paſtors, Tea- 
chers, and other Churcbgoverneuts and Deacons, 

afters. J 

THe Paftoris an ordinary and perpetual! Offi- 

cer inthe Church Jer, 3. 15, 16,17, Prophee 

er ing of the time of the Golpel. 1 Pet. 5. 2537 4, 
Eph. 4. 11, 1213. N j 

Firſt, it belongs to his office; 

To pray for and with his flock, as.the mouth of 
ibe People unto God Acts 6. 23354. and 20. 36. 

Where Preaching and Prayer are joyned as ſeverall 
parts of the fame Office, Jam. 5. 14, 15. The 
Office of the Elder, that isthe Paftor, is to pray for 
the fick, even in private, to which a bleſſing is eſpe- 
cially promiſed, much more therefore ought he to 
perform this in the publick execution of bis Office 
asa pare thereof. 1 Ger. 15. 16. 

To read the Scripture publick'y; For the proof 
of which; / 

1. That the Prieſts and Levites in the Jewith 
Church were trufted with the publick reading of 
the Word, as is proved, Deuter, 3 1, 9,10, 11. 
Nevew.8.1,20and Ie * 


2. Thig 
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2. That the Minifters of the Goſpel have as 
ample a Charge and Commi ſſion to difpence the 
Word as well as other Ordinances , as the Prieſts 
and levites had under the Law proved, Iſa. 66.21. 
Matth, 23. 34. Where our Saviour intituleth the 
Officers of the new Teſtament, whom he will 
fend forth by the fame names of the Teachers of 
the Lord. 

Which Propofitions prove, that therefore ( the 
duty being of a moral nature) t followeth by juſt 
conſequence, that the publick reading of the Scrip- 
‘tures belongeth to the Paftors Office. 

To feed the flock by preachi ng of the Word, ac- 
cording to which he is toteach,convince,reprove, 
exhort and comfort A Tim. 3. 2. 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 
Tit. 1.9. T- , 

To Catechife , which is a plain laying down 
the principles ef the Oracles of God, Hebr. 5 v.i 2 
or of the doctrine of Chrift ,and is a part of 
preaching, 

Tv diſpence other divine Myſteries, 1 Cor. 3. 1, 2, 
Toadminifter the Sacraments, Mat. 18. 9, 20. 


Mork 16. 15, 16. 1 Cort I. 23, 14,2 5. compared 


with 1 Cor, 10. 16. 

To bleſſe the people from God, Nx. 6.23, 24. 
25,26. compared with Rev. 14 f. (where the fame 
bleſſings and perſons from whom they come are 
exprefly mentioned.) Pſa. CC. 21. here under the 
names of the Prieſts and Levites, to be continued 
under the Goſpel, ale meant Evangelical Paſtors, 


who therefore are by Office to bleſſe the pzople, _ 
To 


Dent. 10, 8. 2. Cor. 1 3. 14. Eph, I. 2. 


- 
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To take care of the poor, Acts £1.30,and 4 347 
2§,36,37.and 6. 3, 4 I Cor.. 16. 2, 3,4. Gal. 2.9, 10. 
Ani he hath alſo a ruling power over the Hock 
as a Paſtor, 1 Tm. 5. 17. Ags 20. 17. & 28. 1 Thef 
5 2. Heb. 13.7, 17. fm. 


Teacher or Doctor. 


J He Scripture doth hold out the Name and Ti- 

tle of a Teacher, as well as of the Paſtor, 1 Cor. 
2. 2 8. E ph. 4. 11. I * 
Who is alſo a Miniſter of the VVord as well as 
the Paſtor, and hath power of adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments. 

The Lord having given different gifts, & divers 
exerciſes according to theſe gifts in the Miniftry of 
the VVord, Rom. Iz. 6. 7, 8. 1 Cor. 1 2. 1, 4, 56,7. 
Though theſe different gifts may meet in, and ac» 
cordingly be exercifed by one and the fame Mini- 
ſter, 1 Cor. 14.13. 2 Tim, 4. 2 Tit. 1. 9. yet where 
there be feveralMinifters in the fameCongregati- 
on, they may be defigned to feveral empleymien:se 
according to the different gifts in which each of 
them doth excel, Nom. 12,6,7,8. I Pet. 4. 10, 11. 
And he that doth more excel in expoſit ion of Scris 
pture, in teaching ſound doctrine, and in convin- 
cing ga in ſayers, then he doth in application. and is 
accordingly employed therein, may be called a 
Teacher or Doctor, (che place alledged by the No. 
tation of the word doth prove the Propofit:on;ne. 
vertheleſs, where is but oneMinifter in a particular 
congregation, he is to perform ſo far asheisable | 
i 6. 
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the whole work of the Miniftry; as appeareth in 
2 Tim, 4. 2. Tit. 1. 9. before alleadged, 1 Tim. 6. 2. 
A Teacher or Doctour is of moft excellent ule in 
Schools and Vniverſities, as of old in the Schooles 
of the Prophets, and at Feruſalem, where -Gamaliel 
and others taught as Do@o-s. 


Osher Church Governours, 

. S there were in the Jewih Church Elders of- 
A the People, joyned withthe Priefis and Le- 
vites in the Government of the Church, as appear-- 
eth in 2 Chron, 19. 8,9, o) So Chrift, who hath 
inſtituted a Government, and Governours Eccleſi- 
afticall in the church, bach furnifhed fime in bis. 
church, befide the Minmers of the Word with | 
gifts for Government, and with commiſſion to exes 
cute the fame when called thereunto, who are to 
joyn wich the minifter in tbe Government of rhe 
Church, Nom. 1 2. 7,8. 10 r. 17, 10 which Officers 
reformed Churches commonly call Elders, 


Deacons. 


Pp Re Setipture doth bold out deacons as di- 
ſtinct Officers in the Church Phil. 1. t. 1. Tim. 
3.8. whofe Office is petyetual, 1 Tim 3. 8. to verfa 
15. 4416. 1,2, 3, 4. To whofe office it belongs 
not to preach the Word or adminifter the Sacra- 
ments, but to take ſpecial care in diftributing to 
the neceffaries of che poor, Afs 6. 1,2, 74. and the 
veks folle ning. 
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Of perticular Congregation", i 

J T is lawfulland expedient that there be fixed 

Congregations, that is, a certain company of 
Chriftians to meet in one Affembly ordinarily for 
publick Worſh ĩp. When believers mult ply to fuch 
a number, that they cannot conveniently meet in 
one place, it is lawfull and expedient that they 
Should be divided inte Hiftinc& and fixed Congre- 
gations, for the better adminiftration of ſuchOr- 
dinances as belong unto them, & the difcharge of 
mutuall duties, 1 Cor. 14. 26.£et all things be dene 
nuto edifying, and ver ſes 33, 40. 

The or inary way of dividing Ghriftians into 
d ſtinct Congregations, and moft exped ent fer 
edification, is by the reſpectiye bounds of their 
dwellings, l l 

Firft, becaufe they who dwell together, being 
bound to all kind of Moral duties Pet. 1 5. 7, 1T, 
one to another, have the better Harth. 22. 39. 
opportunity thereby to difcharge Maith. 5, 17. 
then, whichMoral ty is perpetual, i 


for Chrift came nor to deftroy the Law, butte 


fulfill it. 

Secondly the Communion of Saints muſt be 
fo ordered, as may Rard with the moft convenient 
uſe of the Ordinances, and difcharge of Moral du- 
tics without reſpect of Perfons, 107 34.26. Lt 
all ih ings be dohe unto edifying, Heb, 10. 245 25. 
James 2. 1, 2. i 

Thirdly the Paftor & People muft fo nearly coha- 
bite together, as that they may mutually perform 
their duties each to other with moft con ie 


— 
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In this company fome muff be fet apart to bear 
Ollice. 


O/ the O, fcers of a particular coigregation. 


O: Officers in a ſingle Gangregation , there 
F ought to be ong at the leait, both to labour ia 
the VVord and Doctrine, and to rule, Pro. 29 18. 
1 Tim. 5. 17. Hed. 3.7. 

It is allo te quiſite that there fhould be others to 
joyn in Governments 1007. 12. 28. 

And like wiſe it is requifire, that tbere fnould be 
orhers to ta ke {pec al care for the relief of the poor, 
46.23 

The nu aber of each of waieb is to be proporti- 
oned according to the condition of the Congre- 
gation, 

TheleOfhcers ate to meer togeiber at convenient 
and fer times for the wel- order ing of the affairs 
of the Co: g egition, each a ‘cording to his off ce. 

It is mot expedient that in theſe meetings, one, 
whofe office is to labour in the Word and Do- 
&cine,do moderate in their proceedings Tim. 5. 7. 


Ofthe Ordinance of a partic ilar Congregation. 


He O dinances in a fingle Gongregation, 
21: Prayer, Thankfgiving, and fing'ng of 
Palmes, I Tin 2. I. 1 Cor. 14. 15, 16. The 
V Vora read (a'thou gh there follow no immediate 
explication of whac is rea [Athe tV Vord expound 
ed an] applied, Currechiling, the Sacta ments 
A! adminis 
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adminiſtred Collection made for the poor, dilimi fe 


fing the people with a bleſsing. 


/ Church Governmen:, and the ſeveral forts of . 
AJunb'ies for the fame, * 

Hriſt hath inſtituted a Government , and 

Governours Ecclefiaftical in che Church, to 

that purpofe the Apoſtles did immediately 


receive the keyes from the hand of leſus chriſt, 


and did ufeand exercifé them in all the Churches 
of the world upon all eccafions, 

And Chriſt hath fine continually furnifhed 
fome in his Church with gifts of Government, 
and wich Commiſſion to execute the fam: waa 
called thereunto. 

It is lav full and agreeable to the word of God. 
that the Church be governed by ſe veral forts of 
Aſſemblies, which are congregational, Claſsical, 
and Synodical. . 


Of the Power in common of all thefe Aſſemblies. 
Tlis lawfulland agreable to the VVord of God: 
eta the feveral Aſſemblies before mentioned 
have power to convent and call before them any 
Perfon within their feveral bounds, whom the 
Eccleſiaſtical buſine de, which is before them deth 
concern, proved by Mat. 18. 
They have power to hear & determine fuch cau- 
fes & differences as do ode ly come before them, 
It is lawfull and agreeable to the word of God, 
thar all the faid Aſſemblies have fome powe. to 
diſpence Church cenfures, r 
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Of Co wersgationall Aff its, that it, The mtetin, 
of th: Ruling Offi ers of a particular Congre- 
gi for the Governmint thereof. 
Ta R aling Ofcers of a pu ticular Congrega, - 
tion hive powcr authoricatively,to call before 
them any number of th. Congr gation,as they bal 
(ce juſt oceafion. 

Te pis inte the knowledge and ſpirituall 
chate of che feveral members of cheCongreg ion. 

To admonith and rebuke. 

_ Which three branches are proved by Heb.1 3.17 
1 The. 5. 12,13. Exek. 34. 4, 

Au: horitatire ſuſpenſion from the Lerds Table 
of 2 pt ſ n not yet ca t out of thi Czurch is agree- 
able to the Scripture. 

F rx, becauſe ch: O. dir a ace it felf muk not b 
prophase. i 

Secondly, be. a fe we are Charged to withia v 
from theſe that walk diſerderly. 

Thur liy. becauſc of she g tat fan & Ca ger both 
to him chee comes nawocthily, & allo torne whole 
Church. Mat. 7. 6. 2 “bef, 3.6, 14,1 5. 100%. 11. 2 7. 20 
the end of the chap. compi r d with Fu. v. 23. 1T2 m. 
5. 22. Aal taere was pover ind authority under 
the Old Teſt ent, to kecp uncleaa perſons from 
holy things. Lev. 13. J. Nam. 3. 7. 1Chron. 23. 19. 

Th: l ke power andatrarricy by wa; ofAnalo- 
gy continue; under he New rel ment. 

Tie ruling Offcers of a particular Cosgrega? 
tion, have powec authoritatively to fuſpend from 
the Lords Table aperon not yet cait out of the 

churca. . 
kult 
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First becauſe tboſe who bave authority to judge 
of, and admit fuch as are fit to rte ive the Sacras 
ment have Authority to keep back {uch as Mall be 
found unworthy, 

Stcondiy, becauſe it is an Ecclefia*ical buſineſs 
of ordinary piadiife belonging co tbat Congre- 
guion. 

When Congregations a'e divided and fixed they 
nt ed ali mutu:li help one fiom another both in 
regard of their int:infeca: weaknefles, and mutual 
dependence, As alfo in regard of eneinies from 


without, 
jig Of Claſſioal Aſſemblits. 
le Scr ip ure doth hold out a Presbytery 112 
Church, both inthe firſt Epiſtle of Timothy 
chap. 4. virſe 14. and in Acts 1. 2, 4, 6. 
A Presbytery confifteth of Miniſters of the 
Word, and fuch other publick Officers as are a- 
zree able to, and Warranted by the Word of God, 
to bs Church governours,to joyn with the Mini- 
ſters in the Goveroment of the Church, as appears, 
Rem. 12 7,8, 1 Cor. 1 2. 28. 
The -eripture dech hold forth, that many partia 
cular Congregations may be under one Presbyteris 
‘ali Government, 5 * 
This propoſition is proved by inſtane-s. 
I. Fuß, Of the Church of Feruſalem which. 
eonſiſteih of mere Congregations then one, and 
all chefe Congregations were under one Presbjte- 
rial Government. N 
} This appeareth thus. 
J. Fisk, The Shurch of Feruſalem conſiſfech of 
n more 
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more Congregations then ene, as it is manifeg 


r 

By the multitude of Believers mentioned in di- 
vers, 

Both before the difpeificn of the Believers there 
by means of the perfecution, ) mentioned in the 
Acts of theApoftles,cha.8.in the beginning theres 
of,witnefle chap. I. ver. 11. nd 2 ver. 41. 46, 47. 
2nd 4. 4, and 5. 14 and chap, of the fame book of 
the Ads verf. 17. | 

And alfo after the diſperſion, Acts 9132. chap. 
12. 23. and chap. 21. ver. 20. of the fame book, 

Secondly by the many Apoſtles & other Preach. 
ers in the (hurchof Ierz ſolem; and if there were 
but one Congregaticn there, then each Apofile 
preached but feldom ; which will not conſiſt with 
chap. 6. ver. 2. of the lame book of the Acts of the 
Apoftles, : j 

Thirdly, the diverfiryof Languages amongſt 
the Believers, mentioned both in the fecond and 
fixth chapter of the Acts, coth argue more Con- 
gregations then one in that Church. 

2. Secondly, All thofe Congregations were under 
the Presbytcrial Governn ent, becauſe: Firſt, they 
were cne Cb urch. Act; 8. 1. and ch. 2.47 compared 
wit h ch. 5 11 and 12.5. and 15. 4 of the fame book. 

Sccendly, The Eldcrs of the Church are menti- 
one d, Ads 11. 30. and 15.4, 6, 22. and 21. 17,18 of 
the ſame book. i 

Thirdly, The Apoftles did the erdinary Acts of 

P resbycers as Presbyreis in that Kirk, which pro- 
veth a Presbyterial Church before the difperfion, 
Acts 6. - Fourthly, 


f 
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Fourthly, the feveral Congregations in Feruſa- 
lem being one Church, the Elders of that Church 
are mentioned as meeting together, for Acts of 
Government, Acts 11. 30. and 15. 4 6, 22. & 11. 
17, 18. and fo forward, which proves that thoſe fe~ 
veral Congregations were under one Presbyterial 
Government. 

And whether theſe Congregations were fixed, or 
nct fixed, in regard of Officers or Members, it is 
all one as to the truth of the Propoſit ion. 

Nor doth there appear any material difference 
betwixt the ſeverail Congregat‘ons in Ierufalem, 
and the many Congregations now in the ordinary 
condition of the Chuich,as to the point of fixed- 
neſſe required of Offi. ers or Members, 5 

3. Thirdly, Therefore the Scripture doth hold 
forth, that many Congregations may be under one 
Presbyteriall Government. 

II. Secondly, by the inſtance of the Church of 
Epheſus, for, 

1. That there were more Congregations then 
one in the Church of Epheſus, appears by Acts 
20. ver. 3 I. where is mention of Pauls continuance 
at Epheſus, in preaching for the ſpace of three 
ears, and Acts 19.18, 19, 20. where the ſpeciall 
effect of the Word is mentioned, and verfe 10, 
and 17 of the fame chapter, where is a diſtincti- 
on of Iews and Greeks and 1 cor, 16.8, 9, where is 
a reaſon of Panis ſtay at Epheſus untill Fentecoſt, 

d verſe Io. where is mention of a particular 
Chu rch in the houfe of Aquila and Priſcila, then 
at Ephefus, as appears, Acts 18. 19, 14, 26. All 

Which 


\ 


9 
Go) 


which laid together doth prove, that th: m ‘Itieu Jes 
of Belecvers did make more congregations then 
one i the church of Epheſus. 

2. Tant there were maay Elders over rhefe many 
congtegat ons, as ont Flock, appeareth, Act. 20. 
17,25,28,3 0 36,37. 

3. dhacthefe many Congregations were oe 
Church, and that they were under one Presbyterial ` 
Government, appeareth Rev. 2. the firſt fix verfes, 
joyned wit h Ads 20. 17, 18. 


Of Synoclicall Aſſemblies. 
He Seripiure doth hold out another fore of Al- 
femblies for the Government of the Church, 
beſide clafficall and Congregational , all which we 
call Synodicall, Act: 1. Paſtors and Teachers, and 
other Church governours, (as alſo other fit P.r- - 
fons, when it fhill be deemed expedient ) ate Mem- 
bers of thoſe Aſſemblies which we call Synedicall, 
where they have alawfull calling thereunto, | 
Synodical A ſſemblies may lawfully be of ſeve- 
ral forts, as Provinciall, National, and Oxcu- 
menic al. 7 
It is lawfull and agreeable to the Word of God, 
that there be 2 fubordination of Congregational,’ 
Glaſſicall, Provincial, and Nation ill Affemblies for 
the Government of the Ghurch. 


— 
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Of Ordination of Miniſters. 
[Neer the Head of Ordination of Miniſters is 
to be confidered either the Doctrine of Ordis. 
nation: ot the power of it. j 
* i Touchs 


has 


5 
Touching the Doctrine of Ordination, 

O man ought to take upon him the Office of 
N a Mini fter of the Word without a lawfull cal- 
ling, John 3. 27. Rom. 10. 14. 15. Fer. 14. 14. 
Heb. 5. 4. h 

Ordination is alwayes to be continued in the 

Church, Titus E. 5. 1 Tim. §, 21, 22. 

Ord mation isthe folemn ſetting apart of a per- 
fon toſome publick Church office, Nm. 3. 1% 1 „14. 
19, 22. ACIS 63. 5. 6. i 

Every Minifter of the Word is to be ordained 
by impofition of hands, and Prayer with Fafting, 
> N thofe preaching Presbyters to whom it dosh be- 

lo, g 1 Tim. 5. 22. Acts 14. 23, Act 13, 3. 


It is agreeeble to the Word of God, and very 
expedient, thar fuch as are to be ordained Minifters, 
e defigned to fome particular Church or other 
(minifterial charge, Acts 14. 23. Tit. 1. 5. Acts 20. 
71 and 28, -- e 
He thar is to be ordained Mini fter, muft be duly 
qualified both for life and Minifterial abilites, ace 
cording to the rules of the Apoftle, 1 T.. 2,3, 4, 
5; 6. and Tit. L. 8,9. ea a'i 
He is to be examined and approved by.thofe by 
whom he is to be ordained, 1 Tim. 3. 7, 10, and 
thap. 55 2 2. — — > 
No manis to beiordained a Minifter for a par- 
rieular Congregation, if they of that Congregation 
can ſnew juft cauſe of exception againſt him, I Tim. 
Ba. Till. 7. 
N Touching the power of Ordination. 
3 is the Act of a Presbytery, 1 Tim. 
i D The 
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The power of ordering the whole wo.k ef Or- 
dination is in the whole Presbytery, which, when | 
itis over more Cengregations then one, whether 
thofe Congregations be fixed or not fixed, in re- 
gard of officers or members, it is indifferent as to 
the point of Ordination, 1 T N. 4. 14. 

It is very requiſite that no fingle Congregation 
that can conveniently aſſociate, do aſſume to it ſelf 
all and {ole power in Ordination, | 

1. Becaufe there is no example in Scripture, that 
any fingleCongregation which might conveniently 
aſſociate, did allume to it ſelf all and ſole power in 
Ordination, neither is there any rule which may 
warrant fuch a practife. 

2, Becauſe there is in Scripture example of an Or- 
dination in a Presbytery over divers congregations, 
as in the Church of Feruſalem, where were many 
congregations, theſe many congregatfons were un- 
der one Presbytery, & this Presbytery did ordain, 

The Preaching Presbyters orderly aſſociated 
either in Cities or neighbouring Vil ages, are thofe 
to whom the impofition of Hands doth appertain 
for thofe Congregations within their bounds re- 
{peCtively. bË a 


Some other particulars concerning Church .Govern- 
ment do yet remain unfinifbed , which ſhall be, 

_ whith all convenient (peed, prepared and pre- 
ſented to this honourable Houſe. 


ia 
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To the Right Honourable 


The Lords and (Commons 


Aſſembled in Parliament; 
The humble Advice of the Alem: 


bly of Divines now fitting at Wrst- ~ 
minſter, Concerning 

The Doct rinall part of Ordination of 

MINISTERS. 


I< qO man ughe ro take upon him the office of 
N a Miniſter of the Word without a lawful 
calling, J ohn 3. 17. Rom. 10. 1 4, 15. Fer. 14. 14. 
F : 
2. Ordination is alwaics to be continued in the 
Church, Titus 1. 5. I Tim. 5. 21, 2 

3. Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a 
perfon to fome publique Church Office, Na nb. 8. 
10, 11, 14, 19, 22, Act, 6. 3, 5, 6. 

4 Every Miniſter of the Word is to be ordai- 
ned by impoſition of hands, and Prayer with Faft- 
ing, by the’e preaching Presbyters to whom it doth 
belong, I Tim, §. 22. AGs 14. 23, 13, 3. 

5 The power of ordering the whole work of Or- 
dination, is in the who'e Presbytery , which, when 
it / is over more Congregations then one, whether 
_ thofe Congregations be fixed or not fixed, in re. 
2 D 2 gard 
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gard of Officers or Members, it is indifferent as to 
the point of Ordination. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 

6. It is agreeable to the Word of God, and ve- 
ry expedient, that {uch as are to be ordained Mini- 
ſters, be deſigned to fome particular Church or o- 
ther minifterial charge, Acts 14. 13. Tit. 1. 5. Acts 
20. 17. & 28 

7. He that is to be ordained Miniſter, muſt be 
duly qualified both for life and Miniſterial abilities, 
according to the rules of the Apoftle, 1 Tim. 3, 2, 
3, , 5 6. Tit. I. 5, 6, 7,8, 9. 


8 He is to be examined and approved by thoſe 


by whom he is to be ordained, 1 I.. 3. 7, 10. & 5. 22 

9. No man isto be ordained a minifter for a par- 
ticular Congregation, if they of thar Congregation 
can thew juft cauſe of exception againſt him, 1 TIM. 
3. 2. Tit. 1. 7. 

10 Preaching Presbyters orderly aſſociated, ei- 
ther in Cities, or neighbouring Villages, are thofe 
to whom the impoſition of hands doth appertain, 
for thefe Congregations within their bounds refpe- 
ively, 1 Tem. 4. 14. 


2X, In extraordinary cafes, ſome hing extraor- 


dinary may be done, unt'll a ſetled order may be 

had, yet keepirg as near as peſſible may be to the 

rule, 2 Ch. 29 34,35. 36. 2 (en 30. 2, 3 4, f. 

12. There is at this time (as we humbly con- 

ceive) an extraordinary occaſion for a way of Or- 
dmation for the preſent ſu pply of Miniſters. 

The Directory for Ordination of Miniſterc. 

IT being maniteſt by the Word of God that no 

man ob ght to take upon him the Office of a yn 

l : niſter 
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niſter of the Gofpel, untill he be lawfully called & 
ordained therunto ; And that the work of Ordi- 
nation is to be performed mith all due care wil- 
dome, gravity and ſolemnity, we humbly tender: 
thefe Dircétions as requifite to be obſerved. 

1. Ne that is to be ordained, being either nomi-- 
nated by the people, or otherwife commended te 
the Presbytery for any place, muft addreſſe himſelf 
tothe Presbytery, and bring with him a Teſtimo- 
nial of his taking the Covenant of the three King- 
doms,of his diligence and proficiency in his Stud ie. 
What degrees he hath taken in the Qniverfity , and 
what hath been the time of his abode there; and 
withall of his age, which is to be twenty four ycare, 
but eſpecially of his life and convert ſation. | 

Which being confidered by the Presbytery , they 
are to proceed, to enquire touching rhe Grace of 
God in him, and whether he be of fich holineſſ: of 
lte as is re quiſite in a Miniſter of che Goſpel and to- 
examine him touching his learning and ſufflciency, 
and touching the evidence of his calling. io the holy 
miniſtry, and in particular his fair nd dune Cal- 
ling to that place. ö 


. 

The Rules for Examination are thefe,: v 

_43 That the party examined be dealt withal in a. 
brotherly way, with mildnifle of ſpirit, and with fpe- - 
ciall reſpect to the. graviiy; modely, and quality ef 
ever n-. * 
~ a» He fhal be examined touthiug bis skill in ile 
Originall Tongues, and his tryall to be made by reh 
sing the Hebt ewa Greek Teſtaments, and-ven- - 
. I See 
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ing fome portion effome into Latin; and iſ he be 
Mefettive in thin, inquiry [hall be made the more 
Strictly after his ol her learning, and whether be bath 
skill in Logick and Philo‘ophy, 

3e What Authors in Divinity be hath read, and is 

beft acquainted with, and triall ſhall be made in his 
knowledge of the grounds of Religion, and ability to 
defend the Orthodox Doctrine contained in them, 
: again all unſound and evronious opinions , cfpectally 
theſe of the prefent age; of his skill in the ſenſe and 
meaning of fuch places of Scripture as fhall be pros 
pofed unto him in cafes of Confcience, and in the 
a of the Scripture , and the Ecclefiafticall 
Hiſtory. 
he 17 he hath not before preached in publique, with 
approbation of fuch as are able to judge, he hall, at 
A competent time affizned him, expound before the 
1 fuch a place of Seript ure as fhal be given 
iM 
§. He ſhall alfo, within a competent time, frame a 
diſcourſe in Lat n upon fuch a common place or Con- 
troverſie in Divinity as {bill be affigned him, and ex- 
bihite to the Presbytery fuch Thifes as exprefe the 
fum thereof, and maintain a Diſpute upon theme 
6. He ſhall preach before the people, the Presbytery, 
er (ome of the Ministers of the werd appointed by 
ibem, being preſent. s 
Fe The proportion of his gifts in relation to the 
place unto which he is called, [ball be conſidered. 

8. Befide the tryall of bis gifts in Preaching , be fhall 
undergo an examination in the Premifes two feverall 
dayes, and mort, if the Presbytery fall judge it neceſ- 

fary, . ‘a 9, And 
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9. Audl as for him that hath been formerly ordaina 
ed a Minifter , and w to be removed to another Char- 
ge, be {ball bring a Teſtimoniall of his Ordination, 
and of bis abilities and Converſation, whereupon his 
fitaeffe for that place hall be tryed by- his Preaching 
there, (if it ſh ill be judged neceBary) by a further ex- 
amination of lim. 


: 3. In all which he being approved, he is to be fene 


to the Church where he is to ſerve, there to preach 
three ſeverall dayes, and to converſe with the peo- 
ple, thit they may have tryall of his gifts for their 
edification, and may have time and occaſion to en- 
quire into, and the better to know his life and con- 
verſation. 

4. In rhe laſt of theſe three dayes, appointed for 
the.tryall of his gifts in preachirg , there ſhall be 
fent fiom the Presbytery to the Congregation, a 
publike intimation in writing, which fhall be pub- 
likely read before the people; and after affixed to 
the Church door, to fignife, that ſuch a day a 
competent number of the Members of that Con- 


gregation nominated by themfelves , fhall appear 


before the Presbytery, to give their confent and. 
approbation to ſuch a man to be their Miniſter, 
or otherwife to put in with all chriftian diſcreti- 
on and meekneſſe what exceptions they have a- 
gainſt him, and if upon the day appointed there 
be no juft exception again ſt him; but the people 


give their conſent, then the Presbytery ſhall pro- 


ö 
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ceed to Ordination, 
J. Upon the day appointed for Ordination, 
Arty Da. which 
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which is to be performed in that Church, where 
he that is to be orda ned is to ſerve, a ſolemn Faſt 
ſnall be kept by the Congregation , that they may. 
the more caneftly joyn in Prayer for a bleſſing 
upon the Ordinance of chriſt, and the labours 
of his Servant for their good. The Presbytery 
fhail come to the place, or at leaſt three or foure. 
Miniſters of the Word ſhall be ſent thiihei from 
the Presbytery; of which one appoimed by che 
Presbytery, fhall preach to the People, concerning 
the offize and duty of Minifters of Chriſt, and 
how the People ought to receive them for their 
work fake, 

6, After the Sermon, the Minifter who hath. 
preached, fhall in the {ace of the Congregation. 
demand of him who is now to be ordained con- 
cerning his faith in Chrift Jefus , and his perſwa- 
fion of the truth of the Reformed Relig on accor- 
ding to che Scripture; His ſincere intentions and 
ends in deſiring to enter into this Calling; His 
diligence in Praying, Reading, Meditation, Pica- 
ching, Miniſtring the Sacrament, Dilcipline, and, 
doing all Minifteria! Duties towards his Charge ; 
His Zeal and Faithfulneſſe in maintaining the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and Unity of the Church- 
againſt Error and Schifm, Hs care that himſelf, 
and his Family may be unblameable and examples 
to the Flock; His willingnefle and humility in, 
meekneſſe of Spirit, to ſubmit unto the admonitions 
of of his Brethren, and diſcipline of the Church; 
And his reſolution to continue in his duty againft 
all trouble end perſecution . 
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7. In all which having declared himſelf, profef= 
fed his willingneſſe, and promifed his endeavours 
by che help of God; The Minifter likewife hall 
demand ot the p.ople, concerning their willing. 
neſſe to receiye and acknowledge him as the Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, and to obey and ſubmit unto him, 
as ha ving rule over them in the Lord, and to main- 
~ taine, encourage and aflift him in all the parts of 
his Office, 
g Which being mutually promifed by the people , 
the Presbytery, or the Minifters fent from them for 
Ordination, ſhall folemnly fer him apart to the 
fice and work of the Miniſtry, by laying their 
hands on him, which is tobe accompanied with 
“a fhort Prayer or Bleſſing, to this effect. 
_ 3.Thankfully ccknowledging the great mercy of 
God, in fending Feſus Chriſt for the redemption of 
bis people, and for his afcenfion to the righ: hand af 
God the Father, and thence pouring out his Spirit , 
and giving gifts to Men, Apoftles, Evangelists, Proa 
phets, Paſtors and Teachers, for the gathering and 
building up of bis church, vnd for fitting end in- 
clining this man to this great works To entreat hin 
to fit him with his holy Spirit to give him ( who ix 
his name we thus fet apart to this holy ſervicr) to. 
{ulf the work fbis Miniſtery in all things, that he 
may both fave himſelf and his people committed to 
bis charge, 

9. This or the like form Prayer and Bleſſing be- 
ing ended, let the Miniſter who preached , briefly 
exhoithim to confider of the greatneſſe of his 
Office and Work, the danger of negligence both 
ae to 
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to himſelf and his peeple, the bleſſing which wil 
accompany his faithfulneffe in this life, and tha! 
to come; and withall ‘exhort the peop'e to carry 
themlelves to him as to their Minifter in the Lord, 
accord ng to theit folemn promiſe made before; 
and fo by Prayers commending borh him and his 
Flock to the Grace of God; after finging of a 
59 let the Aſſembly be diſmiſſed with a Blef. 
ng. . 

10. If a Minifter be defigned toa Congregation, 
who hath been formerly ordained Pre(byter accor- 
ding to the form of Ordination which hith been in 
the Church of England, which wee hold for ſub- 
ftance to be valid, and not to be diſclaimed by any 
who have received it; Then there being a ca. tious 
proceeding in matters ot Examinatipn , let him be 
admitted without any new Ordination 

11. And in cafe any peron already ordained 
Min iſter in Scotland, or in any other reſormed 
Church, be defigned toa Jongregation in Zang- 
land, he is to bring from the church to that Pref- 
byte cy here, w. chin which thar Congregation is, a 
fufficient teſtimoniall of his Ordination, of his lite 
and converjation whic he lived wich them, and of 
the cauf:s of his removal; and to undergo fuch 
a tryal of his fitneſſe and ſufficiency, and ro have 
the fame courfe held with him, in other particulars 
as is fet down in the rule immediately going before 
touching Examinatien and Admiſſion. 

12. That Records be carefully kept in the feve- 
rall Presby teries, of the names of the Perſons or- 


dained, with their teſtimonials, the time and plage | 
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of their Ordination, of the Presbyters who did im- 
pofe hands upon them, and of the charge to which _ 
they are appointed, : 8 

13. That no money or giſts of what kind foca 
ver, ſhall be received from the Perfon to be ordai- 
ned, or from any on his behalf, for Ordination * 
ought elfe belonging to it, by any of the Presbyrery , 
bi any appertaining to any of them, vpon what pre a 
tence focver. 7 

Thus far of ordinary rules and courfe of Ordina- 

tion in the ordinary way, That which concerns 
the extraordinary way, requiſite to-be now pra- 
ctiſed, followe th. 

1. In theſe preſent exigences, while wee cannot 
have any Presbyter ies formed up to their whole 
power and work. and that many Miniſters are to | 
be ordained for the fervice of the Armies and 
Navy, and tco many Congregations where there 
is no Miniſter at all; and where (by reafon of the 
publike troubles) the people cannor either them- 
ſelves enquire out and find our one who may be 
g faithfull Minifter for them, or have any with 
afery ſent unto them for {fuch a folemn tryall as 
was before mentioned in the ordinary Rules, e- 
fpecially when there can be no Presbytery near 
unto them to whom they may addreſſe themfelves , 
or which may corae or fend to thema fit man to 
be ordained in that Congregation , and for that 
people; And yet notwithſtanding, it is requiſite 
that Minifters be ordained for them, by fome 
who being fet apart themfelves for the work of 
the Miniſtry, have power toioyn in the ſetting 
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apart of others, who are found fit and worthy. 
thofe cafes, untill by Gods bleſſing the aloreſſ 
difficulues may be in fome good. meafure removi 
let fome godly Miniſters in or about the City 
London, be deſgned by publick aurhority; w 
being aflociated may ordainMinifters for the Ci 
and Vicinity,kceping as near to the ordinary Ru 
forementicned, as poffible they may; And let t 
aſſociation be for no other intent or purpofe , 
one ly for the work of Ordination. 

. Let the like aflociation be made by the fa 
authority in great Towns, and the neighbouri 
Parifhes in the ſcverall counties, which are at t 
preſent quiet and undiſturbed, to do the like fort 


imparts adjacent. 
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3. Let ſuch as are choſen or appointed fort’ 


Y fervice of the Armies or Navy be ordained, as 


forefaid, by the aſſociated Minifters of London, 
fome others in the Country, 
3. Let them do the like, when any man flip 


F duly and lawfully be recommended to them fe 


te Miniftery of any Congregation , who cannd 
Enjoy liberty to have a tryall of his parts & abili 
ties, and defire the help of fuch Minifters fo aſſoci 
ted, for the better furnifhing of them with ftch 
Perfon,as by them fhall be judged fir for the fervic 
ofthat Church and People. 
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